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Speech of Mr. AsMey. 



TJio UouBo lJoSiig In tbc ComtniUco oftho Wiolo on tlio 
etatc of tUo Union- 
Mr. ASHLEY said i 

Mr. OnAiaMAH: Respect for logislfttivo, oxccu- 
tivo, fthd judicial authority is a peculiar churac- 
teristic of tho consititiiency I havo the honor to 
represent. Indeed, respect for all constitutional 
obligations, and for tho laws passed in purau- 
anoe of tho Oonetitution, aa well as for all nu- 
cboritative judicial decisions, may with propriety 
be said to be a leading trait in tho character of 
bo American people. Sspecinlly is this respect 
iiabitual with the great body of the , p«iople jof 
the free Stiites. 

Trained in the school of loyalty, taught to 
vene]::ate the teachings of the fathers, and guided 
in thiiir daily walk and in all their' public and 
privatb intercoorae •vrith their fellow-mea by the 
stern principles of that wise Christian, morality 
?7hich has made New^ England at once the hopa 
«iid glory of otxr country, it CQuld not be tha' 
the citizens educated mthin her jurisdiction, 
^d tho States founded by her wisdom and en- 
terprise, should be otherwise than loyal to tho 
Constitution and the Union. . A£?ung for them- 
eeives- nothing that they would not concede to 
the hamblest, they make the commnnity rof in- 
terest identical, and the loyalty of every inhabit- 
ant of the State a necessity. 

This grand cdosummation has be^n practically 
echtered in eighteen States of the American 
Union. The eystem of goverament adopted by 
them, in my judgment, is the. best system known 
to man. It is the best, because it. feats upon 
labor, and is created and controlled by the free 
and untrammeled will of the laborer. It is the 
best, because experience has demonstrated that 
it i» the ohly^foundaiioQ Upon. which Stateaiiad 
■ Governments can safely and securely rest. 
such a .government,' the laljorera must Bni oaly 
be free, bat they must be citizens ; haviog rights 
tvhich thts Government and all classes of cilisens 



are bound to respect and defend — tho poorest 
and humblest inhabitant being equal, before t?so 
law, with tho richest and most powerful; sharing 
in its burdens, enjoying its protection, and feel- 
ing individually rOBponsiblo for its good or bad 
management. This theory ia. daily' growing 
stronger and stronger among all civiljzcd na- 
tions ; and " the toorld is bcjinninff to understand 
that injuring one class for the immediate benefit 
another, ii ultimatefy injurious to that otho'; and 
thft, to secure prosperity to a commuiiilyy all intet' 
ests must be consulted." This truly ropublioan 
idea of consulting the interests and obeying dw 
wishes and wants of the ; people, was recently 
Gcquiesced- in, to cm ^ extent before unktiown, 
by the, leading Powers of Europe, when they 
recognised the right of the people of the Roman 
States to declare, by balloii whether they desired 
s^aratei Governments, or a united Itfily, with 
Victor Emanuel .as their chief. The elate' of 
society necessary to form such Governments as 
we have in eighteen States oC this Union, can 
only be • secured . where an oslrammeled ptess 
and .free speech are guarantied, aM . publio 
schools and a free cbnrch is secured to . every 
inhabitant in the Commonwealth, ^faese iisstii 
lations She free States have, to an extent un- 
known to any Government or people on earth,; 
and to them, more than to any other causoj ax© 
they indebted for their nnsurpassed development, 
and for that prosperity and growth which hav© 
been the wonder and admlralion of the world. 
It is impossible that such a peoplOj; living under 
such government as is secured; by the . laws and 
Constitutions of theofree States, no matter what 
their former nationality jasy hava feeehj BhouM 
be otherwiao than i loyal citisone, or thfctt they 
ahould be otherwise than thovfirmest defehderg 
of the principles which lie at the foa!i<5ation iSt 
these States, and the jealous gaojrdiana of th&t 
Constitution and Paioa which our fathera 05> 
idftined to gecaro^n<! perpeta&fe these blessings. 
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In fifteen Statcn of llio American Union, prac- 
tically, the rcvcrno of nil thio in Iruo. Tho ex- 
ceptions nro only in a fow of tho border countica 
of olavo States, adjoining tho frco Statca, and in 
Ihrco or four cilics whono coramorciiil inlcrcourso 
IB extonoivc in tho North. In nil these fifteen 
Dlavo Statca, a claco ia dominant which fills all 
j4lio ofiicco, and controla the Icgislalivo, execa- 
^tivo, and judicial dopartmcntii of tho Govern- 
ment. They do not protcnU to bo loyal to the 
national Gonstitntion, or obodiont to tho laws 
panned in pursuance thereof, but claim that their 
first and highcat allegiance is duo to their bov- 
eral State Govcrnmmta and their institution of 
human Blavcry. Thoy caro nothing for tho Union, 
except BO far sua it nvibgorven their purposes of 
building up and extending their peculiar institu- 
tion, and perpetuating their own political power. 
They trample upon all treaties, compacts, and 
compromiBcs, if thoy stand in .t.l^oir way to uni- 
versal dominion on this continent, and neither ro- 
epect nor obey any law or judicial decision that 
dooa not sustain their imperious demands for 
i?pocial legislation and protection. 

Trained in tho disunion school of Calhoun, 
thoy reject not only tho teachings of tho fathers, 
hnt tho doctrines of ihat Christianity which en- 
jdms upon nil, whether as individuals, comoiuni- 
ticg, or States, tho duty of doing unto tho least 
and tveakcBt as they would that othero should 
do unto them. Henco in all the bI&to Stales the 
constitutional rights of an American citizen are 
not xcBpacted, the conatitational guaranty for 
free speech and a free press is a mockery, free 
schools and an enltghtcnei Ohristiaaity ac im- 
possibUMy. 'Tbo laws to snpprcss tho slave trade 
are openly disregarded, and violence and sapb 
law roiga saprcmo. The laborers npoa whose 
tml these States exist are slaves, and have been 
declared not to be citizens, though bora upon the 
soil, bat simply {iersous, with no moral, social, of 
na&arol rights, that tho dominant jr&ee are bound 
to Tespect, if tha mere ispe dixit the Supreme 
Ooortiis to be regarded as law. Their obedience 
and sabjagation are secured by enactments and 
usages the most barbarous 'and tyrannical ever 
known to man. A reign of terror secures tho 
obedience and t:d<M3perati0Q of the poor whites ; 
end be'-.au3e of t&ia submission, they are claimed 
as loyal Pleads of the institution of slavery. But 
their loyalty is, in fact, a humiliating submission 
to tite privileged class — a submission as abject 
ta -iDoat of these fifteen States aa is the submis- 
sion of tho most epirit-hnmbled slave. The 
gOATimties of the national Oonstitution, so far 
as they iaife&t the iodividnal rights of an Ameri- 
caacitizeh, are denied alike to all men who are 
not of this privileged class or their open allies; 
and £o be <an American citizen secures no pro- 
tection froaaiosultaud otitrage,tsnjQSt imprison- 
me&t a&d terciblo poQlshmec^ts, end eveci death. 
Sacosapleto is this rei^n of terror, that so man 
caa piriat, or «pc£^, or preach, or pray, unless 
he doss It isa the D^dinertprescribed by this priv- 
ileged -^iasay f hese two forms of goverament 
and society arei the antipodes of -each other, and 
canao^ coeidat aad pe&eefaily ■endure. There 
m.vist,-b! aecilbSsity, Ciir.titra conflicts atid 



constant ntruRglon for tho aocondency; and 
eventually tho ono muot give way to tho oUior. 
There ip, then, ni\ " irrrprrsnibh cnnftict," as tlio 
dintinguiahod Senator from New York hao naid, 
between tho two forcci) or forma of government 
and Qociety ; and it will continue until freedom 
or alavcry ahall have complete dominion i.i every 
department of tho Govcirnment. 

Tliia privileged daa?, with Calhoun and his 
political dieciplcB, havo had, with the exception 
of ono or two nhort intervals, almost coniploto 
ponaegaion of every department of the natioVial 
Government for the past twenty yeara. Taking 
advantage of the well-known loyalty of tho peo- 
ple of tho frco States to the Constitution and tho 
Union, and their habittinl respect for all laws and 
decisions of tho Judicial department of tho Fed- 
eral and State Governmcnta, they have, by threat- 
ening to dissolve tho Union, and by appeals made 
in the Bacrcd name of Democracy, accurod tho 
cooperation and aid of thousands of patriotic 
citizens in the tree States wh'o nro conscientious- 
ly opposed to tho institution of slavery. Thoy 
havo thus been enabled to obtain and keep 
possession of every department of tho Govern- 
ment, and so to shape its logisl.itivo, executive, 
and judicial action, us to foster, bnild up, and 
extend, this monstrous wrong of human blavery, 
and mako it a national instead of a State and 
local institution, if tho Drod Scott decision is to 
bo taken and hold, as tho President and bis party 
declare it is, tho correct interpretation of tho 
Constitution. 

I propose, Mr. Chairman, to show tho Ho\i80 
and the country how ono department of tho Gov- 
ernment has been taken possession of by this 
privileged olass—l mean the Supreme Judiciary. 
I propose to show that, while they have been 
preaching concessions and compromises . to up, 
they have for years been secretly and cautiously 
at work to ohtain complete control of this im- 
portant, as well as most dangerous, department 
of the Federal Government. That this depart- 
ment of the Governmerit is dangerous, I think 
the history of its nsurpations since its organiza- 
tion will show. 

The opinions of some of the ablest men of the 
Revolution— many of whdm opposed the organi- 
zation of this court with the powers granted to it, 
and predicted with singular foresight the dangers 
to which the rights of citizens &nd sovereign States 
would be exposed if it was established — have 
been more than realized. It would have been well 
for the present and future of our country if the 
admonitions of those who opposed the organiza- 
tion of this department of the Government with 
its immense power had been regarded with more 
favor. It were well oven now for our future 
peace if the warnings of Jefierson, Maaon, Henry, 
Franklin, Grayson, and iother distinguished men, 
should be heeded. But,^3 for freedom 1 their 
admomtioas and wernings b&ve not only been 
unheeded, but the Bchetme of & sectional and 
privileged class, aided by Northern Eepresenta- 
tives, has lieen accomplished .so far as securing 
complete control of this department of :tho Gov- 
ernment Is coQcemed ; they tiow demand 
«f the party, iwhose every movemo:^ they impe- 



riouoly dictftto, n clmnRO jn tlioir ncUpn nnd tojio 
towarda thin Judicial dopurtmofit, Iti complinnco 
witli tlilo doniatid, wo find that tlio pftrly to-dny, 
which for yoara oo vohomonlly denounced tho 
nrourpationo ' of tliia court mid oppoocd and dio- 
jrcigardod Jtn decioiono, havo comO to rogftrd it (if 
tho (Icclftrfttion of their Profiidenl;! nnd llcprcficnl- 
fitivcq and party Oonventiona are to l>o credited) 
an tlio nioQt " august trihunal " in, llio world—a 
tribunal whono opiniono are i»fal)iblo, from 
whoflo judgment there ia no appeal, and before 
wliogo doclsiono and political docrccfi citizoris and 
parties, and ovon covcroign StatcB, arc required 
to how. On failure to acqaicflco in tljto claim 
of prerogative, the EopresentativoB of eovorcign 
Statcfl arc denounced on thia tloor by tho Icadcro 
of thin pririlcgod class as traitors to tho Govern- 
ment, and no perjurers, who have oworn to anp- 
port a GonQtitution they intend to violate. . 

And hero let mo m}i tVhat tfcicro la in thia 
tribunal, composed as U is of hut nino men, that 
aboald entitle it, as a political authority, to tho 
veneration and uniuestioncd obedience claimed 
for it by tho present Administration party, any 
more than to tho same number of Senators and 
Eoprcseutatives that might with case bo selected 
as gontlomdJi possoseing' at least equal, if not 
superior, legal and natural abilities? Is there 
anything in tho charocter of those judges, in 
their services to the country, in their learning 
or qualificokioas as lawyers; that should entitle 
them to the appellation of an " august tribunal ? " 
Is it not a fact, well known to every one, that so 
far from this court being cotpposed of men of 
superior abilities, or tho aUcst lawyers in the 
country, a majority of tbesa were partisans, and 
eelected because of their partisanship when 
placed upon the bench? It is certainly a fact not: 
unknown to the Honse and the coantiy, that men 
of better legal abilities, whose nomination hsA 
been sabmitted to the Senate for confirmation, 
have often been rejected. The Committee on the 
Judiciary, (a majority of which has been pro-sla- 
very for the past twenty years,) to which said 
Dominations are always referred, have, fey some 
means unknown to the public, succeeded in pre- 
vailing 09 the acting President, whoever he may 
have been, to withdraw objectiona'ole nomina- 
tions, and substitute ethers more acceptable for 
the purposes contemplated by them, While some 
of the preaent partisans pf this court were con- 
firmed, instead of those whose names were thus 
withdrawn or ri-jected. Before I take my seat, 
I expect to show'that a purpose was to Ije ac- 
complished fay those who secured the rejection, 
on a direct Vote for epnfirmatiott in the Senate, 
of men of spotless charaotera, of ^reat learning, 
and eminent judicial abilities, op their defei^.t by 
the v?ithdrawal of their n&mba by the President, 
at the tlictation of tfat?) class interest. Debate 
w;a3 sought to b$ avoided on this delicate pplntj 
tiiat their ulterior' pur^os'es taight thus nsroaia 
dn&iscoVered, eveu in ,tbe secret archives, of the 
tTaiied S tates Senate. Sif i if the country couM 
underistpad how a mejprity of thesejud^es were 
{ilaced tipbu the.bench; and the schemes jresorted 
to by tlsia class iuttsr^f to secure mea to repre- 
eeat t^ieiSr views and interests, tl^e people would 



ncorn their politjcal dcprcen, and treat tholr 
uourpiitiohd aa thoy dcoorvo. 

Sir, I expect to chow that nono whoao nomi- 
nations Jmvo boon submitted to tho Bonato for 
confirmation an judges of this court wore n^Joctod 
for want of lourninp', chnraclcr, or ability no 
lawyory, but solely bccnuoo of their known or . 
supposed unooundncflB on tho question of clatcry ; 
all knovVn to entertain liberal viowo oil that qucs-r 
tion Viein/j rijoctcd, and partiimno deatiluto ot 
their emincnco or fitncoa confirmed in their stead, 
because of their known or supposed reliability in 
sustaining tho claims of tho slave power in (heir i 
judicial decioiono. Such is tho extent to whicK 
this Bchomo has been carried— and, I regret to 
say, Bucccssfully carrlcd—by tho carolcsanoas, or 
incompetency, or criminal complicity, of North- 
ern Senators, some of whom have had Southora 
plantations well stocked withBlavcs, while claim- 
ing to roproaeht a free people. I say, but for tho 
indifforenco or iuahility of Northern Senators to 
defend and guard tho interests of thoao they' 
wcro commissioned to represent, or their cricii- 
naV compllciiy, this scheme npycr conld havo 
been accomplished as it has boeii ; for it retiuirod 
tho votes of Northern Senators to do it, and by 
their action or iudifferisnco this court, which ia 
former years stood so high in tho estimation of 
the American people,i8 now looked upon by tho 
great body of citizens with distrust, and regard- 
ed by many of the best men of tho nation as 
little else than a partiaan political tribunal. 

Mr. Chairman, it is no pleasant task for aa 
American ttepresentative to declare on this floor, 
aad to the country, as j now do, and as candor 
compels mei to do, that t have lost all confidence 
in, and veneration for, this Supreme Oonrt ; and 
I could wish that even before the expiration of 
the nest' Presidential term I could see this Su- 
preme Court reorganized. I wish I could see all 
laws repealed cteating inferior United States 
District (jourts, so that we' might be able jtb get 
rid of the whole batch bf .these tTmted States 
judicial officials as summarity as the Bepublican. 
party under Jefferson got rid of the swarm of 
district , judges created b7 what is familiarly 
known as the midnight judiciary ^ctj passed on 
th^ night of the 3d of Marph, 1801. fqt while 
we cannot deprive these o^ciats of their life 
tenures or titles by renioval, ii is an established 
principle in the national aa well as State Gov- 
ernments— and the act under Jefferson ^o whicb 
I have referred is bue'of the earliest^ pfeoedente^ 
on record establishing the right of the ,pcwer 
that created and" prescribed thb duties bjf these 
copi-te — ^to repeal thelaw, dad tfiuts Isgislatb thegj} 
judges and clerka biit ojf offlcfe by the pbwer that 
brea.thed into them the "rrcaJh bf UTe.^^ a' 
;fdVl In'^fiBtigatiob of this. Bubjei^t, i ii^Jieyjj tlia 
only practical wayv i^ithbut a chaogo in 'tiia 
Conr.titmiou^ to morra^i^^ abuses, not 

bbly of thb .Supreme Cobri,'bat of '^^^^^ 
Stiitefl District ;Cour|i,, is : firit^t^ the 
Sapremp Oo,urt, ' and eilh^-i' crep-te ' additional 
jaqge8, q1" redlatrict ibo circoi a maa- 

ber. iaa. to' equalise .thb bttsib^^^^ and require tho 
jhdgea to be midenti oF ^^^^^ for whiclh 

itbey^ere respectatffelif ap^d^^^ which, by 
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liw, tlioy ai-6 required to courln ; ami, 

nncond, to icpcal tlioIftwucrofttSngPiBlrict Courta 
imd (IciininR thoir jurlfulicllon mi(l dutloo ; tliup 
Icfiifilatinft yo\ir .ludfco Kftnoa, MftgmtUo, nnd 
Jtonpti'oB, out of onico. 

If now Diatrlct Courta aro.indinpcnsablo, lot 
thcra bo c;irc.l1illy organlr.cd, and tho judges bo 
clothed with just aa littlo power and as limited a 
jurisdidion na poaaibio. Wo Bhould tnaUe buai- 
IICB9 nnd the wRnto of tho country on'.j iv bftsia for 
ctoatinR diatticta ; nnd not crcalo diatriclo nnd 
oflicea for broken-down politicinntj, nn hno been 
done to nn extent tlmt would aatonish tho conn- 
try, could it bo known. Aa an cvidonco of thio 
fact, look at' tho State Of Florida: with Icaa than 
half tho population of ray Congrossionfil district, 
oho has t^to United Stfitca district courto, and, 
of courae, two judgca ; TennesBoo, three; Mia- 
Bouri, two ; and bo on to tho end of th<j liat, Sir, 
uoleflB n, matt hoa carefulJy examined thia aub- 
jcct, ho cannot concoivo, and ovoa after an ex- 
amination will bo roluctant to como to Iho con- 
cluaiona which 1 confosa I havo, to wit, that this 
Silprenio Court is, na Jefferaon declared it to, bo, 
"a.niUile corps bf sapptra and minert^ conttuntly 
icorking under yround io undcnnine (he foundation 
of our confederated fabric," ^^they are comtntinff 
our OonstitUtion," he added, "from a coordination 
of a general and special GovemmeM io a general 
and supreme one dlone." I feel confident, that if 
these usurpationa of thia court be not speedily 
checked, the riglita of tho Statea and the liber- 
ties of the people will bo endangered ; and tho 
danger is tho more imminent, from the fact that 
a ciasa interest have secured tho absolute con- 
trol of thig court ; and having secured it, now 
demand that tho party which they also control 
ehall protlaim, through their Presidentc, and 
party Conventions, and party press, the doctrine 
tha^t the political decision^ of a Majority of these 
nine men are infalliblo and bihdiDg upon the 
party, without the benefit of an appeal to the 
people. The extraordinary spectacle ia pre- 
sented to the world, of a once great patty, which 
cherished and defended the rights oi the masses, 
having been taken poosessiou of by an oligarchy, 
and the doctrine proclaimed that there must be 
an uncontrolled absolute power iu the Govern- 
ment somewhere, from which there can be no 
appeal ; and that power they claim to-day must 
be rested, not in Congress, oc in the States, or 
io the people, but in the nine men who consti- 
tute thia Snpreine Court. 

Sir, the Repablican theory is, that the Gov- 
ernment is not the master, but the servant. 
Every department was created by the people, 
not for the benefit of any class interest, but for 
the. safety and happiness of tho whole, and every 
degartment ia subordinate to their will. Gov- 
eroment is but e> xaeans io aa end ; and whenever 
it cesses to ariawetf tho purposes for which it was 
created, the people can alter or abolish it. 

Sir, ndther the Qxecntive, nor judicial, nor 
law-makihg power is, supremr. Tho Constitu- 
ttott is above them; and the people, who made 
the tJohstitutloa, aitd vested temporarily tlie 
authority of ehactiiag, executing, and aajudica-. 
tisg th^ laws, ore abovo and superior to all. 



Thin abooluto power, thorclbro, cluimcd for tljt 
Supremo Court by tho AdraSniatration parly, 
muQt bo rcniotud, bocauao thoro cannoV, with 
nafoly bo any dopartmont of a republican Gov- 
orntnont from which nn appeal to tho pcoplo 
cannot bo taken. If thpro ia an abtioluto power 
in any Qoyornraont Uiat in above and oupcrior 
to Iho pcoplo, it io a dcDpoliom. In an oration 
delivered by John Quincy Adamo, July 4, 1831, 
and cited by Judge Story in a nolo to ueciiw 
208 of bin CommontarioD, ho aayo, in refomng 
to thio oubjcct : 

" 11 (a not trut>, Vliav Ihoro inunt ronldo la nil Govcrnincnta 
nn nbnoltUe, uncontroUnblo, IrronlBliblo, nnil iIchiwUc pow- 
er ; nOr in Much power In any mmmor o;;nonUai to navcr- 
olRiity. Uncontrollnblo power cxiato In no (Jovoruincnt oi» 
(i:irlli. Tho BtorurHl ilciipotlfinm In any roglon, iin'J In ovory, 
ngc of llio world, nro nnil Ivavo been under pcriieinut con- 
trol. Uiillmitca jmwor lioloncn nol to ninn ; nnd rollon will 
bo Uic lounilnUoa of every OovcrnincDl loiinlnu upon sucU. 
n rnnxlni for Its Kupport. I/cnsl of nU cnn It bo picdlcntcd 
offt (Jovornmnnt prjjfcsslng to bo Ibundod uiwn nn oriplnni 
C()mi)acl. Tbo prclcnco of nn nbaoluto, IrfcslBtlblo, dOBiwllo 
Ito-fircr, existing In ovory Govornraent Bomowhorc, Is inooni- 
ixitjb'.o viTltU tho llrot principles of nulural right." 

Sir, those woU-consldoripd rcflootiona, ma'do by 
ono of tho wisest nnd beat atatcBmcn who ainco 
tho days of Wauhington haa adorned and digni- 
fied the Prosidontiftl office, aro well worthy of 
tho scrioua coneidoratiou of tho pcoplo at thlQ 
impprtant criaia in tho history of our country ; 
when a greot party, which for years has had 
poBBession of the Government, has dcciaved 
through its proacnt Chief Executive that there 
ia a power in tho Govemmcnt to which overy 
department must yield, and to whoso opinions 
tho people of all political parties must give im- 
plicit obedience. 

Thia anti-Democratic doctrine was broadly 
announced by Mr. Buchanan in thai most re- 
markable passage in his late annual message to 
Congress, in which bo said : 

"I cordially congratnlata yon upon tho fliial settlomcnt, 
by tho Supremo Court of the United States, of tho question 
of slavery in tho Territories," &c. 

And, atraage to suy, tliis dangerous anti- Re- 
publican, anti-Democratic doctrine, receives the 
support of the great body of Representatives on 
this floor claiming to be Democrats. 

Mr. Chairman, the efforts cf Mr. Calhoun to 
enlist all the Southern States in his disunioti 
movement of 1832, ondei color of opposition to^ 
the tariff act of 1828, having failed, eud tho 
scheme exposed and eflfectually crushed o'at by 
the boldness and decision of GeneralJackson, 
and this desperate faction and their leader ex-; 
eluded from the Democratic party during the 
Administration of that old hero, other expedients 
were resorted to by Mr. Calhoun to secure the 
accomplishment of his cherished purpose— name- 
ly, either a dissolution of. the Union and the or- 
ganization of a Southern slaveholding confed- 
eracy, or tho recognition by the present Goyem- 
meat of his theosy, that dlavery is recognised by 
tho Coostitntion, and . that Goagrees hod uo 
power to abolish or exclude it from tho Territo- 
ries or tho District of Columbia. Aft«r the elec- 
tion of Yan Buren to the Presidency, Mr Calhoun 
and his followers were again received iato a kind 
of i[uasi fellowship with tho Democratic party, 
ana supported the leading measures of that Aa- 
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minjotmtion. Tho cxprcun pronnd upon which 
hit} niipport wfto Riven, wnb tho allcKod fiiot thnt 
Mr. \fMi i5»ron wnn dinpon^irt \o fnvor Mi*. Oal- 
hoim'o tUoory tlmt tho Couotitutlion of Iho Uni- 
ted Stateo rccognlflcd proport/ in mm. Wliolhor 
Ruch M'cro Mr. Vnn Bi)ron*H viowo, or not, I am 
tinnblo to snj ; but certain it in, thnt ho pledged 
him;?elf in liia iniuiRural nddrono. unasked by tho 
Dctnocrntic parly, to vcto^iny law which OonKrcbo 
mifjht pass, abolinhing eljuveryjn Iho Diotrict of 
Golunibtfli, 3 and befnro ho had bton ono joar in 
tho Presidential office, ho acquired, for tho firot 
time in tho history of tho Govorumont, tho un- 
cnviftblo .npppllatioa of n, " Nortlurn man tvUh 
Southern priiicip't^." 

Failing, however, to securo tho open cndorae- 
inent by tho JDoinocratlc porly of that day of tho 
favorite theory of tho slavo power, Mr. Oalhoun 
bit upon tho plan of getting possession of tho 
Supremo Court, bccauao. it is a power tho far- 
thest removed from tho people, in hold in great 
esteem by them, and such acts of nggroHsion as 
Mr. Calhoun conlcmplated, if committed by tho 
Supremo Court, ho Itnow would bo so quietly 
dono ao to cxcilo no alarm, and pass almost un- 
noiictd. 

In this Bclioine, as tho history of tho country 
will ehow, Mr. Calhoun wop successful. 

Lot MS look at this point tor a few moments. 

The Suiiremo Court was organized by an net 
of - Congress 'paseed on the 24lh of Siepte'mbor, 
1789, by which act tho court was made to con- 
sist of ono Chief Justice and five Aoabciates. 

IJy act of April 29, 1802, districts (each Steite 
beibg^ then called a district) were formed into 
circuits, as follows: 

" The (iintrich! af Now Hampshlro, UueiUchusotts, mid 
lUiodo luland, shall couEtituto ttiu first circuit. 

" 'ilio (liBtricts of Connecticut, New'York, and Vcrraontj 
sliall couBtitutc the Bticoud circuit 

" Tho districts of Xcw Jcrecy aad Pcnnsylrunla eh.aU cou- 
stituto the third circuit. . 

" Tito districts ofSIaryknd and Delaware shall conEtituto 
lUc t'oQi'th circuit, 

" Tho districts of Vtrgiula and North CtroUna sbaU consti- 
tute tUo llfUi clrcuiL 

" Tho districts of South Ouroliaa find dcorgla shall oon&ti- 
tuto tho sixth circuit" 

It vrill be noticed that this' law gave the North 
und South each three judges and three circuits. 

By the act of February 24, 1807, tho iSupreme 
Court was made to consist of seven Judges ; and 
tlie' seventh circuit comprised the States of Ten- 
oessee, Kentucky, and Ohio. 

By Stat of 3d of Marcb, 1837, two additional 
|u(}^g<!S and Southern ciircuits were created, and 
tho district of Ohio detached from the circuit of 
Kentucky and Teunesscis, and the seventh circuit 
made to consist of the States cf Ohio, Indiana, 
Dliaoie, and Michigan. In this act it was de- 
clared that " the distnctd of Kentucky, Tennes* 
see, and Missouri, shall form and be c Jled the 
eighth circuit and *' the districle of Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas, ah^i form 
and be called the nitiith circuit," 

By the creation of tb0 eighth and ninth' cir- 
cuits, the South, with *e8d than half the popula- 
tion, and not more than io&fi-fourt£i of the busi- 
ness in the Supreme Coart, obtalsed a majority 
of the judges. Since the oigonizatiOQ cf tbii 



ojghth and ninth circuits, tho frc9 StatcfJ of Iowa,- 
Wicconoin, Colifornlaj MinncB0tf\, and Oregon, 
have boon admitted into tho UnWnj and «vl- 
thbtigh thoBo Statca contain a population and 
have an amount of judicial buoincBn equal at 
least to one-third of those of tho tntiro flftccn 
clave States, thoy havo nof. been erected into or 
attnehfld io judicial circuita, ^ind.hayo no rcpro- 
Bontativo on tho bench of tho Supremo Court. 
Tho reason for refusing or neglecting to place 
thooo States upon lib equal footing with tho nov? 
SouthivcHtcrn States, whose populations are far 
less, will bo manifest, I trust, before I got through. 

When Mr. Tyler, i)y the death of Gcncrol Har- 
rison, became Prosiflent, and botrajofi tho pariy 
which clcctfid him, by throwing himself into ttio 
arms of tho disunion wing of tho Democratic 
party, and placiig 5^r, Calhoun in tho office of 
Secretary of State, for^tbo purpose of acquiring; 
Texas, a point was gained by this fftction, wliicll 
they hnvo not only never jost, but having sccnred 
tho control of tho ouccoeding admiaistration ot 
Mr. Polk, thoy have advanced with rapid stridor 
from o small and onco powerless minority, ag 
they wore when treated as General .fackson 
treated them, until thoy have for years corapielc- 
ly controlled the Democratic organization, and 
changed its futidamcntnl principles. 

P'or tho first time in the history of tho Govern- 
ment, under Mr. Tyler's administration, the opin- 
ions of , men selected for the , Supremo Court on 
the question of slavery were made a test of their 
promotion to that exalted position. No man who 
was knOT^n to entertain views bostilo to the in- 
terest and political opinions, of the privileged 
class represented by Mr. Caihona could be nomi-' 
nated, or, if nominatedi con.^rmed to a scat on 
the bench of the Supremo Court. And two of 
the present judges— Justice Daniel, of Virginia, 
and Justice Nelson, of New York — were se- 
lected by Mr. Tyler, with the approV.al of Mr. Cal- 
houn, because of their repnted fidelity to this doss 
interest. Having secured by accident the execu- 
tive branch of the Government, their next step 
wa^ to obtain the control of the Senate commit- 
tees, especially the Judiciary Committee, to which 
all nominhtTons for the Supremo Conrt are refer- 
red ; and, as a result of this policy, the Judiciary 
Committee for the last twenty years has beea 
completely in , the hands of this faction. , The 
following Senators were members of ttie Judici- 
ary Committee Ht the time of which 1 am speak- 
ing : Ashley of Arkansas, chairman ; Breese oi 
Illinois;' Berrien of Georgia, .Westcott of FJorida, 
and Webster of Mossachueefcta. They recom- 
mended the confirmation of Bobert C. Grier, of 
Philadelphia, and the rejection or withdrawal by 
the President, if not of each of the following 
names, at least of each men as John M. Read, 
Ed ward Key, and George W. Woodward, of Pent . 
sylvania, who were severally nominated and re- 
jected or withdrawn because of their known op- 
position to slavery, end their belief that Congrcsa 
bad the power, nndcr the Constiiution, and that 
it was their daty, to abolish and prohibit slavery 
in all cational Territories. 

During Mr. Fillmore'e admanistratioh, the Jo- 
diciarjr Committee recommended the rej^tion, or 
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ponJponoraont, oH wiUulrft\V(il 6f tho noiiilbfttloK 
of E. A: BrAdfor^; of lj6^iDiiVnft, oho 'of 'tUcI mo'ljlt 
dJotlriguIaljcd IrtWy'oirn ot tltftt Slntb, An<i iittlo 
ibdofiaito poBtponc/nont of IhcJ' i(j6mln(iti'o>i ' of 
WilliiKm 0. Mioou, T)lf't,lio 0Am6' Stato,' on tlii mirie' 
daij iho udinihaiidn wdii' echt ifia Sciiall^^ Mr.' 
Micosi Svnti nt tUnt tiliio' liiVir pftrlnor of £)ohat6r 
Bmhjamin, of liftiiiijSnt^tl,' ftn'd n diatibjjtiiqhcA 
morabor of tKo hni(. 'Xhia vfM dhpoauiii 6i n 
mun autnhin)rny. Thcdon6Viriin6,tlonB wprtt limdo 
by Mr; Fillrinoi'o, ni> Woo UWo'tljo nbiuinfttioxV of 
Hon. Qooijgb Batf/56r,6f NortU darolittft, whoaq 
oomfirmnttdiai Wnci rcifuticd, ftn^ tUo co/i'oldorfttlbri 
of 't. poslpotiod oh the rt;coA)imoii(lftU6h of tliia 
connriiiteo by H'cBt V6to of 20 to 25, tniiaply bo- 
cbtiao ho bblibved, with Hoii'ry Ol'ajr, that Cohi 
prooa hftd tho pbwdr to oxclWclo' idaVery from tlib 
'jorrltorica. So cloijo Tivija'tlda. vot6,that/tb6 elftVo 
ititoroat werd compcllci^tb telegraph t<J Altxhama. 
for Senator Fmi^AThroii td como^oA Hnd 'aid iri 
IUb dofoftfc by poBtjibning tbo consldoralibii of tiib 
QUbjcct uut3I tl^o inaygurfttibn of Mr. Piorcbj 'y?Iib 
at that time wia blected. Aftot Mr. Pibrco' cftttio 
iato: oflici), ho BabmUlbd tho' niitao of John A: 
Gampboll, of Alabama; aM' ^' wbt^ coiaiknicd. 
This oomihittco wero : Butler pf Spnth Cai-Ol'itoa, 
chiiirmaa ; Dbvvn% of ' ^i0\^i9i^itti Bradbury of 
Maine, Goyor of Misgbnri, arid'B^ger of Nbrthi 
Carolina. It will ; bp obEervcd, tfrat on thia im- 
portant cbmiriitteo lint one aiembpt was ftrom the 
freo Statea, and hb a iaupportiJfOf tho Administra- 
tion. ■ V', ','.' ' ' '. ■ .' ' ' 
Hoxr miiny of tl^o'lib'gt mid* tooat diBtinguished 
insa Edf e b'ebtt jrejectod during the past ' twenty 
yeara, after having b'edii ttomiaated'fpr tieatb On 
the Supreme Bench, the |»tiblic htive no means 
Of determining, aB the offibial a«tion of the Sen- 
ate ia locltcd up in ita Bccret archiyea, into which 
the people are never permitted to look by the 
leaders of the Dembct^cy, who fedt being called 
to an alccbaht fbr theif base betrayal of ihe in- 
terbstd and wishes' of tbeir cohstltuen^. Many 
things' havQ bfesn said arid done in the secret 
sessions of the iTnited States Senate, whichi if 
laittde p^blib at the time, WOu^^ haVe consigned 
the utterer to'tjie atiades oif pVivate life, and the 
parfy to a hopeless mittbrity;, This practice of 
Boldiag secret sessions bf, the Senbtb is a feature 
in onr eyatem of government for which I ha,ve 
AO partiality, and for which there is, in ipy Jiidg- 
isienl^ no jajitification^ except, perhaps, when' the 
country is engaged iti'ai foreign war, ot discuas- 
jDg the prbposed ratificatlbn of a.treaty. No 
business touching Or atfecting tli,e interest jof tlie 
count jy at home shbiiid be' done in secret, dnd 
kept frbm tho people. The following are sopaf 
of the natnes 'which I remember, although there 
are donbtlesa more peraons who have been.' 
nominated for ,placea oii the Supreme Bench, 
and mther rejbcted'o): their rianies wi(thdra;#ii': 
John C. Spencer, of NeW York;; :^enbeh H. ^al- 
wotth, for mfiiay yfeara ctiiaiicfcUot of the Steite or 
New York ; iSdWard Key, Gfeiorge "W. Woodward,; 
and Jbhn M. itesd, of Peaasylvama,' E. A. Bradr 
ford aad Willlaim 0: Mtfcbn, bf Louisiana ; Gebrgb 
B. Badger, of North Cflrbiina ; aad others, whiSsb 
ifftitiea I c'ftiinot noTSr recall: , , 
~ 'M£i£'iWpBj!iii^6iM'i\i diattoguishco jotiata' 



ntidmbot worthy f\nd loarnbd cltiEono, wo liaro 
tOrdby; tt^ thb loiinlt and onccooD of tho Oalhouu 
bbniipiVacy; Hblnbri bf Nbv/ York^ Grlci* of Pbnn- 
pylvUnia, OampboU of Alobaraa, I)ftnl()l» pf Vlr- 
ifjSnlft, ftbd Olittbrd'of Mftino ; 'obmo of Whom cor- 
tuinly Vfpwl*! novof 'havo boon thought of for a 
lOrtt or^ (thb Suproiho Bbiich, but for tlioir loyalty 
and (lovbtJon to the! intbrtst and wiohcij of tho , 
btftvo pb«;or. To tho jpbUtical opinions of a court 
thuo cOVJBtUutcdJ'thy pboplb of, tho, United Stateo 
lavo c..iilod upon b/ tliq PrcHldoht, and tho oo- 
cliUbd iiomborntic part^i to liow In' oubmiBOion ; 
Itt/id arb dbnOwncod bo llt'ftvtbro to tho Oonotitu- 
tlbn and tho UniOhj'uRlcbb thoy yield up thoir 
political viowa, and ombraco those of a majority 
of tlilfl packed and irrcDponalblb tribunal. 

If tho HCjpiloct tb brganisio tho fiyo frco Statoa I 
bavo'ttamod into oircuitai and givO thotb r6pro- 
aohtailvob on thb bbnch, and tho unfair matinor 
in Which tho prcsbnt nine circuits nro conatitu- 
t^d, in brdcr, as miist bo apparobt to evory pno, 
to secure a majority Of thO Supreme Court judges 
to thO South, ia not, of iidflt, Bufficleut to sfitisfy 
ariy impartlal'mind of tlio Covert doaigos of thoso 
wbib control and dictatb thb'policy of tho Demo- 
cratic party, a glance at tho population of ono 
or two of the judicial circuits, , and tho business 
before tho court, iJyiU stttlsfy tho mb'at skoptical 
that this inequality is not thb result of iqorb ac- 
cident, but of a dolfberatoi w-ell-latd, perliiatently- 
pnrsued scheme. ' ! ' 

i Takb'tTie pOpulAtibii' Of ttio ninth circuit, com- 
posed of tbe StatQs;of Arkansas aud Mississippi, 
and cOtnpai^ it with thb seventh, Jndgo McLean's 
circuit; whifch comprises the Stittteij of Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, and Michigan. Thb' ninth circuit. 
Justice Daulel's, contains little. If any, over half, 
a million of white Inhahitants; while Justice 
Mcliean's contains over a'a millions. The. second 
circuit, Justice Nelson's, composed of the States 
of New York, Connecticut,, and Vermont,^ cotttains 
over five millions of freemen ; while the fifth cir- 
cuit, Justice Campbell's, composed of the States 
of Louisiana and Alabama, has but llttlb over a\ 
million wbitO inliabitants. 

But, if the inec[uality of population is great 
these circuits", the intsciuality Of labor and . busi- 
ness jiispbsed of by each of the judges of thteae 
circuits i? fat greater'. ", I Mye takeh the trouble, 
since I have had t]ttb honor of a seat here^ to ex- 
amine intb this' mbitter, and h&vb obtained the 
following accurate statement of the busluess of 
the five Southern cirOuitS, and the circuit of Judge 
l^cLebBjfrpm the 1st of Januavyt 1856, to' the Xsfc 
' ' " to \(?hich t invite the special 



of January, 185?, , . 

attention of tbe House, as demobstratln'g, more 
ifoircibly than alny arguna^nt of mine, the dellber- 
ate porpotfe of thb'rejpresentatives of.tho so-called 
'Dbmocratic party to secure to this Southern priv- 
lilpgcd class, who arb but ai smalrniinority of tho 
pbbi)ie, th© ab8olbto control of this important and 
dangerous department oif the Goyernmebt. 
i This statement tfp shoiis^ the jiumber of bases 
on the docket' in five' of thb' Southern circuits, 
'ai8b Jbdg6 M:cLSaQ»^i Circuit, on the 1st of Jan- 
■aaxj, iS5B, aSd thb number added duriiig the 

• boodased siioo tub' dcUve^ 



yoftr lono, tlio nmnbcr tried nnd diopoaod of i\n\i 
your, nnd tho numbor remaining undiopOBcd of, 
Jandary 1, 1057. 



Circuits. 



For Iho rourlli circuit, com- 
POBOU of tbo Kt.itoi) pf l)ah- 
wnio, MiiryliincI, anil Vir- 
filnia, Cli'oi" JiiBtico 'Jftiiioy 
prcEiillnR, tbo rolurii') oliow 

For tlio flllU circuity composed 
of tho State.') or Ixmlslnnii 
and Altibamn, Jtidgo Camp- 
boll prosldiug, tbo rctnniF 
eUow , 

I'or tho Blxlb chcult, corapoEoil 
of tiio t'atcs of Georgia, 
South Carolina, ana North 
: Carolina, Jiidgo Wayno pro- 
Biaing, tbo returns Bbow. . . . 

For tbo eighth circuit, com 
posed or tho Sfcitoa of Mis- 
eniirl, Tcnneasco, nnd Ken- 
tucky, .Tudgo Ciitron prcsl 
ding, tlio rclurns show 

For tbo ninth circuit, com posOd 
of tho States of Arkansas 
and Mississippi, Judgo .Dan- 
iel presiding, tho returiiE 
fihow....... ... 



Total for flyo Sonthern circuits 

For tbo seventh (Judgo Mc- 
Loa.n'6) circuit, composed ol 
tho States of Ohio, Indiana. 
Illinois, and llichigan, the 
returns show'moro business 
than all tho flvo SoathcrL 
circuits 
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289 
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310 



204 



1,721 



1,782 
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384 



317 



111 



267 



210i 



1,279 



1,736 



It will be seen by tiiia statement that Judge 
McLean baa more "busiriess in his single circuit 
than all the five Southern judges in. their five 
Southern Circuits. That the number of cases 
docketed in the coarse of the year was greater ; 
the number disposed pf greater ; and the number 
remaining undisposed of on the 1st of January, 
1857, was greater. 

. What justification, excuse, or apology, can the 
members of the' "Democratic party in the North 
give for this. shameful neglect or betrayal of the 
interest of their constituents? ; , 

Let any imp<\rtial man look over this table, and 
answer the question, " how ought these circuits 
to be constituted?" and he will . hnsvver yon, 
"wi proportion to the amount of biisinm done by 
each judge 6/ the several circuits '* If this just 
principle should be aldopted, as it ought to be, 
and yjiW be some day adopted, and the average 
bussnsss of the present five Soutijern cir uits 
should constitute the basis for ereaiing' new ju- 
dicial circuits, and judges of the Supreme Court, 
the North 'wouid be entitled to at least fourteen 
or fifteen more circuital aud, judges, without ini- 
eluding the States of Iowa, Wisconsin, Califor- 



nio, IWinnoBota, and Orcin;on, wlilch I havo not 
included in tho above cfthiulfttton. 

Why in it that thiti inetumlity itj pcrnutlcd tp 
continue ? Why is ili that tho itoptcycnlatlvcu of 
tho oo-cnllcd Dcmocii^ic party itbin tho North 
have not lonpt a^o moved to cquiili/.o thio de- 
partment of tho Govornmonti and obtain for 
their contitituonta a reproacntatlou oh tho bcncll 
equal to thoif numbers, buoinoos, and wealth? 

To Day that all thla la the rcBult of accident, 
and tho unexpected incrcaso of population in tlio 
North, is a mockery^ I tell you, ao all roHccting 
and observing mcu who are not partisans wili 
toll you, that it is but ono of the many schorocu 
to which tho Dcmocrotic party* since its nurrcn-. 
der to tho GaVnoun faction, has lent tho uso of ilo 
groat name and inlluonco to estallish and maky 
permanent and univcroal thoinstituron of human 
slavery in all tho States and Territories of Ihid 
Republic. 

Mr. Chairman, tho timo Wi^s, and that, too, 
within tho memory of many nictabcrs on this floor, 
when slavery was regarded and aduiittcd by tho 
grcrt majority of tho American people, by men of 
all patt'cs and all religious creeds, to bo a moral,' 
social, and political evil, from which it was tb j 
duty of tho States to free themselves as speedily 
as possible, and for tho existence aud continuance 
of which tho National Government shoiild iw 
no way bo held responsiblo before the World. 
Now all this is changed; and a great parly to- 
day, through its Representatives in this Hoill, 
With here and there an exception, claim that 
slavery is a moral, a Christian, and desirable 
political institution, established by the Great 
Supreme, for the happiness alike of tho white 
and black raCes. And: not only this, but they 
claim ihat the National Constitution, which our 
fathers declpred they ordained to secure the 
blessings of liberty, carries, sustains^ and pro- 
tects, of its own force, the right of the inbster' to 
the persons and service of his slave on every foot 
of soil, and wherever floats the national ensign, 
save only in sovereign States where, by pdsitivo 
enactments, its existence is prohibited ; in otheir 
words, that slavery is a naturjal, legal, and uhi^ 
versa! relation, and freedom unnaiural, exception- 
al, and local, and only made eixceptional by the 
exercise of the arbitary Vill of the electors of 
sovereign States, expressed in the form of positive 
legisltttive inhibition! Even this pretended right, 
unsustained as it was by any resp ctable number 
of men from the organization of th'e Governilieht 
until the birthof the Calhoun party, in 1844, has 
becbniei the cardinal point in the Deinocratic 
creed 

This desperate fac' in was unfortunately rec- 
ognised and negotiated with at that time, and 
its leaders succeeded in making a secret treaty 
with the recognised chief of the Democratic 
party, from the bad effects of which the party 
neVer recoveted. Since that tiine, (1844,) this 
mere faction — a clique that iwenty years ego 
could be easily numbered — have been constantly 
gaining; in j;)ower and strengih^ until at last they 
have been able to force from tbo party an aur 
thoritative recognition of their dbctrifiics. They 
liave baptized thein'in th6 name of Deithocracy'; 
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' and ("rom i\m Umo fonvard, not only aro iho 

Jjvinfij principles of tlio old Dcmocmtic party to 
i lio abandoned, but tho , (lootrino in to be main- 
« tainod, tiiat tl|p Drcd Scott dcciolon io tho true 
I iutcrprctatiou of tho Oonnlitutlon ; that tho 
i .Jogical rcnuU <if that dcclnion provcntQ tho people 

of a novcroifjn, State from excluding olavery. 
, On tho nth of November, 1857, the Waehine- 
I ton l/nion, tho organ of tho Admin intraVion, and 

tho: npo9iftl mouth-picco of the PrcHidcnf, In 

npcaking of thin Bubjcct, oald : 

] " Tko Canf.(Uulif>}% ilcdam tjiat ' the ciiHcnn of each Slak 
[ t7iaJlhe cntilkdto aU Ihr.xn-ivilryr^ andimmunUia of cUitcns 
: in tht vcvrxat &'(dCcs.' Kvcry cilizun of ono Ktuto comIn>; Into 
! nnothor State two thovoforo u ri,-;Iil to llio proloctloii of hiis 
, pcrnoa, fti)(l,lliii,», property wUlcii I3 recognised nn luich by 
,' *Uo Connlltutlon of tlio tfiillod StatoR, fuiy law of n. Stat« to 
; tho contrnry nolwitlintnndfnK. So far from n.nv Buito luiviiig 

a. ri(jht to deprive liln» of thin proportyj it 13 Itn boiindoft duly 

to protect him in lla ivwnession., ■ 
i " IftUeao viowit nro correct—and wo hclievo it would bo 

illdlcult to invalldato thorn— it follows that all Stale laWB; 

whether organic or sUicrunse, whlcli prohibit a citizen of 

ono Ktalo from SETTLINtt IN AKOfillCR, AND BULNOtXG 
; :m slave PROPEUTY mm lim, and moat cupi.-clully 

.IcclMlDg It forfoilcd, aro direct vlolalions of tho oriijlnal lii- 
; tcntlon of a Govornmcnt which, as befofo clateUj la t^le pro- 

toctlou of pornoft iii»a property, ivr.d of tho C'onBlit\itlon of tho 

(JultoU Slates, whlih rccosnlsos properly in Biavcj, and do- 
. 2larcB that ' ilio clllzons of each 8lato Rhall bo entitle;! to all 

■ tho privilesos and ImmunUIca of cilizoiiB la tho nevorul 
Srntca,' omoug tho e\osI cssontin,! of which ia ihu protection 
of person and properly." 

And, in my judgment, tbia will bo, tho next 
oggresBivo stop miido by tho presont Administra- 
tioa party upon the free people of thia country. 
Yes, sir ; I firmly believe that we are to have a 
Eiccond Drcd Scott decision by tho present Su- 
preme Court, which will fully sustain this mon- 
Btroua claim now openly f-A up by many of tho 

. leaders of this Calhoun party, provided, always, 
that they are successful in the coming Presiden- 
tial election, and the Supreme Court can thereby 
have the assnrance it had when Mr. Buchanan 
■was elected, that its decrees will be/enforced by 
the stronj; arm of the Executive department of 
the Government, with the army and navy and 
par:e of the nation at its command. I infer this 

. both from the manner in which the members of 
this court have been selected, and from the his- 
tory of the first iOred Scott case. Tho Lemmon 

■ case, as it is familiarly called, but which I des- 
ignate tl e second Dred Scott case, has been, as 
gentlemen are aware, carried up on appeal by 
the authorities of the State of Virginia from the 
Supreine Court of the State of New York to the 
Supreme Court of . the United States, and pre- 
sents a case exactly in point; and I doubt not 
is prosecuted by Virginia for no other purpose 
than to obtain another political decision from 
this court to sustain their pro-slavery interpret- 
ation of the Constitution. If thip is not the 
case, why is the decision of the New York court 
to be carried up for revision, as the State of 
Virginia did not own the slave liberated by Judge 
Payne; and, Mr. Lemmon, I believe, was paid 
the full value of these slaves by the cotton mer- 
chants of New. York, soon after their liberation? 

There can be but one motive fqr the action of 
Virgmia in the premises ; and that is, to secure 
another pro-slavery opinion from the Supreme 
Court, sustalning.their interpretation of the Con- 
stitution — an interpretation which even Mr. Cal- 



houn never oponily claimed, biiit which Iiio dln- 
ciplcD, omboldoncd by their auCccna, now claim 
to lo tho trito ono — namely: that ulavcholdcrn 
havo tho right, under tho Oonntitution of tho 
United Btatbo, to go, nQt only into all tho organ- 
ized TorritoricB, but into any or all of tho oov-- 
OTo'iga States, with tholr olavco, and thcro havo 
them protoctcil by tho National Govornraont, in 
dcUanco of tho local laws of tho Stnto. It ia my 
oolcran, doliborato conviction, that this clearly 
unconstitutional claim will bo sustained by tho 
Supremo Court, if a Prooidcnt io elected thio 
year by tho pro-olavcry party of tho country. 
And lot mo ask gontlorttcn if nuch n decision is 
any more unlikely to happen than tho first Drcd 
Scott decision? And docs it not necessarily 
follow, if tho Drcd Scott decision ia correct, that 
tho decision of tho Suprcmi> Court of tho Stato 
of Now York, in tho Lommon case, is wrong ? 

Let us look at this point a moment. Tho Kan- 
sas- Nebraska billa contained tho germ from which 
both those pro-slavery qucationa wore dug up. 
Both bills declared — 

" That It is tho true Intent ond meaning of tbl3 act, not to 
legislate Glavory lulo any Territory or Ktato, nor to cxcl-do 
it therefrom, bat to leavo tho people thereof perfectly froo to 
form and regulato ihoir own domestlo Instltutloua in their 
own way, fjubjocl only lo tUo Constitution oZ tho United 
States." 

At the time tho Kansas-Nebraska bills were 
under discussion, no person was able to discover 
why tho clar.so " not to legislate slavery into any 
Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom," 
was inserted in said acts ; and their distin- 
guished author, from that day to this, has never 
enlightened the country on this point, although 
frequently and urgently pressed to do so. The 
concluding line of this 'sxtraordinary section, 
'^subject only to the Conslilution of the United 
Slates," was understood and denoutitecf at the 
time as a cunningly-devised scheme fovr getting 
the political question of the power of Congress 
over the subject of slavery in the Territories 
before the Suprecio Court, which was now, for 
the first time in the history of the Goverament, 
regarded as a partisan tribunal, completely in the 
hands of the pro-slavery party, who had selected 
a majority of the judges for their well-known 
sympathy with the privileged class and their 
fidelity to the interest of slavery. 

The meaning of the words, " not io legislate 
slavery into any Territory or State, nor to ex- 
clude it therefrom" was soon comprehended 
after the Presidential election of 1856, from the 
authoritative interpretation given by the Presi- 
dent an(? his party to this apparently harmless 
declaration, and the subsequent action of the 
Supremo Court in the Dred Scott case. About 
a year after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, the Dred Scott^ case is first heard of by the 
people, and an unpleasant apprehension immedi- 
ately took possession of the public mind. Argu- 
ments were made by counsel in the winter of 
1855 and 1856, but the decision was reserved. 
The Presidential election was approaching, and 
this " august tribunal" thought it prudent to defer 
their decision, and not submit it to that higher, 
better,, and safer court of appeals, the people, eb 
soon after its delivery. They therefore reserved 



tboir opinlona, ftiid orelor^;(l tlio cubo to bo rc- 
nrguod ; nnd thun n ycnr'o limo wna pained, 
vrhich ciirricil tlictn over tlio Prcnidfiitiul doc- 
llou of 1050, and enabled the court to know pos- 
ilivoly whether tlusy could rely upon tlio Exocit- 
livo (ind LcgiBliitivo departments of the Govcri»~ 
inont to onntain nnd enforce their contcmplaicd 
UBurpuVioii, 

Tho Oincinnali Convention in tho mean timo 
liii'l been held, and laid down tho creed of tho 
party, and nominated Mr. Buchanan. In this 
platform, tho Sonthern membera of the party, 
underetanding what would bo tho probable ac- 
tion of tho court in tho Dred Scott cnso, deter- 
mined to aid tho court In their contemplated 
decision, by giving (wo intcrprotationo to the 
IvftnBaa-Nobraska act, whilt clainiing, authori- 
tatively, to give but one. Tho manner in which 
thoy did ihis waa by resolving that tho people of 
Kansas might determine for themeeivea whether 
thoy would have uluvery or not, ^'whcncvci- the 
number of inhafiifatifir fundjicd it." This was a 
more play upon words, and intended to deceive 
tho pooplo by permitting one interpretaticn in 
tho North ond qu' lo a difierent ono in tho South, 
for tho double purpose of palitical effect during 
the I'roaidential campaign. After tho elec- 
tion, if succeBsful, they were to make a new 
definition, which wag neceasary, in order to 
harmonizo tho contiictirg views of the party 
leaders, and in order tho more cAectually to aid 
in the pretended settlement of this "vexed ques- 
tion." The public pledge of tho party was every- 
where cunningly secured in advance, through all 
the appliances known to this wonderful party 
organization, to abide by and eustaiu, as a final 
eettlcarent, the iate? pr elation, whatever it might 
boj that the Supreme Court would give to this 
piaiik in the Cincinnati platform.* With this 
ariangenseiit, the slave power felt safe and con- 
fident, after having secured the election of Mr. 
Buchanan, and as sOon thereafter as they thought 
it expedient, they openly, through the outgoing 
and iacoming Executives, and in the Ilalla of this 
Capitol, claimed the extreme Southern interpret- 
ation to be the true one. 

The true interpretation having been thus au- 
thoritatively established by the court, and de- 
clared to be, that ''the people of ike Territories 
should never have the powers while in a Territorial 
condition, to abolish or exclude slavery," the aban- 

»• Senator Bkxmmin, of LouiKiana, in a lato snnccU which 
1 regard as oJio of the ablest ami most I'orcibie yet made 
against tho positioti aud consisteiioy of Mr. Douuuis, frimlJly 
duolared, ou the floor of Oio Senate, that tho above charges 
ot a tiocret cotmpiracy were true ; and tliotigh this fact was 
well known to majiy, it bad uevcr before U'leu aamitted bv 
any Icaduii; member of the Democratic party. 

Mr. BENV-iMiSBaiti, subst-iiuially, that— 

" Bof ti wings of the DiimOcracy ugrceil, in a caucus of the 
< Senate, in lSij4, that each should maintain its particular 
' theory before the public-ojie side sustaining HquaOer Sue- : 
' ereignty, and tins otiter protection la flavery in the Territories, 
' but pledging thenuelvestb ahide by ike dtdsum nfike Sapreme \ 
' Court, wliatever it might be." 1 

This was tlie secret bargain which Mr. BiivJAJUy charged 
Jlr. Douglas v.'ith violatiug, declaring that he (Dofui-ts) liad 
failed to keep good his pledge. 

In this manner, tho peoi)lo of tho free StaU-s were da- 
ceivett into tho support of Mr. Buchanan, in 1850. Let the i 
Ireemen of tho North eoo to it that tliey arc not again de- 
ceived t)y secret bargains in 1860. I 



donmont of tho dccoptivo nnd alluring catch- 
wordH v>t]"popnl(itr Mwcrlignlt/" became a neecp- 
oily with all who wcro mi)nib«jrn of Uiu puvl.v, i 
except u few who wcro denominated "rc/zc/*,"' or 
tho undisguised dcmngogiico who f5t.ill rcuiiiin 
with the party. Mr. JJucbannn, in hiu inaugu- 
ral, openly sustained Calhoun'ti vhcbry on tUia 
qucfitlon, and, in the Billimnn letter, dechiied 
that slavery, by virtue of tlso Oonalitution, not 
only existed in all tho Ttrritorics of llio Union, 
but that "IT KXISTF;D IN AS 
COMPLETELY AI3 IN GKOilGIA. OR SOUTii 
CAIIOLINA ;" and ho adds, in his laar, Huuiial 
message, \o complete tho record, and Bustain in 
advance the probablo forthcoming decision of ibo 
Supreme Court in this second Ored Scott case, 
to which 1 have alluded, 'Uhat .neither Cofif/ir^s 
nor the /Territorial Legislature, mr (Jhi/,, HUMAN 
POWER, ha.'! any authori(y to annul or impair Oiin 
vented rii/ht," claiming tuat the Supremo Courr, 
has finally established the right of every citii-en 
to ''(alec his slave properly into the Territories, and 
hav6 it protected (here under jhe ^onstitufion.'.]^ ija 
would thus irrevocably Dx tho «<ffi!fa of all na7 
tional Territories as elavo TerrilorLqiJ, atid . (icf 
prive the people bf.tho power to aUer or change 
it ; ind, as if to extinguish tlio last vestige of 
'^ popular sovereignly," thO; President . declares 
that, if it "had been decided that, either Congress 
or a Terrilorial Legidatyre possessed the power to 
impair this riyht of property in slaves, TBB EVIL 
WOULD HAVE BEEN INTOLERABLE." Be 
claims that the Supremo Court have the power, 
and should protect this class interest against the 
will of the people; and that Congress, if neces- 
sary, " must strengthen their hands by further Icgii- 
lalion." Comment on such a political rcQOrci is 
unnecessary. 

During the Presidential contest of 185G, the 
Supreme Court and slave power held their 
breath, and only breathed freely ugain after iho 
smoke of tho battle had cleared away,- and they 
found that they had secured another four years' 
lease of power by tbe election of Mr. Buchanan. 
That result could only have happened then, and 
can only be repeated now, by tho folly and 
division of theii" opponents, who were then, and 
are to-day, a large majority of the people. 

About the time of the inauguration of Mr. 
Buchanan, the Drcd Scott case was reargued, as 
ordered, and the court were now prepared to 
take the course eo loAg ftad caotiously tonfem- 
plated ; when all the precedents of this tribubal, 
even their own decisions, and the adjudications 
of such men as Jay and Story and Marshall were 
to be overruled, and the doctrine officially pro- 
claimed to the world, that the Constitution of 
the United States recognised property in man. : 
In order that the nation might be prepared to 
submit to almost any new uggressioa of the 
slave power, the leaderff of this clas.^ interest, 
who always role with an imrelenting despotism, 
saw to it that the outgoing President of tbe 
United States should propare the party, and 
especially all the hungry swarm of applicants 
for ofScial favor under the incoming Adminis- 
tration, to defend, in advance, the decieion of the 
Supremo Court, whatever it might be. 



In ncoordnnco wllU thia curtninptly-dcvigcd 
progrnmmo, President I'icrco, in hia lunt nnnufil 
raoHOngo, c)i\Smcd tlint tho jiooplo, ia tho oloclion 
of Mr. iluclmnmi, (lUlliotigh ivU knew ho who 
oloctcd by a minority of tho votes,) cndoracd tho 
Kftnniia-Ncbrftska (ict ; imd iipprittfid llieiu of Iho 
fact that thia Dred Scott dcoiuion, nUhoiigh not 
at that titao oHlciiUlj/ announced from tll« bench, 
had been ngrced ujiOn, and that tho court "had 
fmfllly determined thia point, (to wit : thai Oon- 
qrcM had no poioct to exclude idavcry from States 
or TcrriloTtcs, IN EVERY FORM" IN WUICII 
TH[5 QUESTION COULD AUICE " Ho thuQ ad- 
vised, in advance, all the aapiranto and politiciana 
of tho country, who desired favora or promotion 
ftt tho hnnda of tha alavo power, under tho incom- 
ing udminiotration of Mr. Ituchanan, the course 
necessary for them to purauo, in order tho more 
effectually to eecuro a recognition of their claims. 
Tho following extract from tho mosaago referred 
to, though oxprcaood in ttmbiguoua ond carefully- 
oolCctcd Ifonguago, applioa to, and waa intended 
to apply to, tho Dred Dcott case. Tho use of 
tho wordB, " in a lung eerka of dncisions," was in- 
tended to mislcnd and deceive iao massea of the 
people, for tho court had never ealabliahed any 
6uch doctriuo aa claimed by «' a long snics of de- 
cisions," but had uniformly decided directly the 
reveroe, so far as regards the pov«er of Gongreaa 
to exclude alavery from the Territories. 

Tho manner in which tho autbor of thia part 
of the mesaago (wbOiii Colonel Benton alleges 
was Caleb Cashing, then Attorney General) 
couples tho term^ "private rights," navigation^' 
" religion," and " SERVirODE," cannot fail to se- 
cure the attention of the careful reader. What 
rights of "religion" were affected or secured by 
this decision, in either States or Territories, has 
not transpired. The President says : 

"Thereupon this enactment UUe Missouri compromiao] 
ceased to have blndiug virtue in uay eonsc, whetlior as rO- 
epccts tho North or ttio S3outh,: [hctawe the NorUi would not 
agree to extend it to the Pacific,] and bo in ctfect it was 
treated on the occasion of the uUmiSiSion of the State of Cal- 
ifornia, and tho organization of the Territories of New Mex- 
ico, Utah, and Washtcgton. 

. "Such was tho state of the question vrhen the timoarrived 
for the organization of the Territories of Kansas aiid Nebras- 
ka. In the progress of constitatioaal Inquiry and reflection, 
it had now at length come to be ^sen clearly tha! Congress 
does not possess constitutional jpowor to Impose restrictions 
of this character (the exclusion of slarery] upon any present 
or future State of the Union. In a long series ef deeis^Cons, on 
the fullest as-gument, and after the most deliberate consider- 
ation, tho Supreme Court of the United States had llnaUy de- 
termined this point, IN EVKRY FORM IN WHICH THE 
QUESMON COULD ARISE, Whether as aUectiug public or 
private rights in qnestionB otpullic domain, of religion, of 
tiairigalion, and of SERVITUDE." 

Colonel Benton characterizes, and very justly, 
too, that part of the mewage from which the 
above extract is taken, as follows: 

" The last, annual message of Mr. Pierce was Uie last op- 
portunity for this defensive pleading, (declaring the Missouri 
compromise unconstitutional, and sustaining the court.) and 
being the last, it was carefully seized oh and vigorously im- 
proved to the best advcntago. Tho messago was Wg with 
ii. It was a largo plea and a bold one, and conapicuonsly 
presented. In quantity, it ailed eleven octavo pages, (leav- 
ing but seventeen for all the appropriate subjects which be- 
long to that oflloial paper;) in boldness it inaugurated a now 
era in onr Presidential messages — tho era of historical falsi- 
fication in these high paperB-4ieretofore considered the sa- 
cred receptacle of veracious history : in conspicuity, being 
thrust in front of tho messago, insteaa of being relegated to 
Its fag-end, where such low matter jihould go, if, Indeed, al- 



lowed to outer a monnngo ixl all. which it never wnn boforo 
Vemcloiin lilntory inniil rehiilco llvlli (lint alli»ini)l to iriulcn tlit 
I'tor.liietitlfil miimal miwwKo ii volilcb of lilnlorlcul fUlijIdoa 
Hon ; mid tlio work l.'i (innlly done, nil tijo (Hold iicciMin.iry ti' 
tlio oorrnctlou of tho lUllnoli^uii iilatonifiniii bolui? of record lii 
the dobiilo'3 and .loin iinio of (>)U(;ri.'iin, mid ollior autlnmiic 
|iuI)ilo cvldcniio.'' 

Mr. Buchanan, in hia inaufjural address, re- 
ferred to tho forthcoming deciBiou in tho Drcd 
Scott caao, and with apparently great regard for 
thia " augunt tribunal;' which iu former years; 
and bofoio it waa regarded na partisan, ho and 
tho wholo Democratic parly had denounced aa 
an uusafij depository of power, sayn : 

" To ihnlr dnclnion, In common wllh all /;o()d citlzono, I 
slmll choorlhlly fiubiiilt, wliatiivor lliiH mny ho." 

In reference to tho diirorences of opinion that 
had arisen as to tho point of time v;hon tho peo- 
ple of a Territory should have power to exclude 
slavery, he says ; 

" This In happily a matter of but llltio practical Imiwrt- 
nnoo. Uosldcn, It is ajudiclal quoBlion " — 

when, or why, or on whoso authority, this be- 
came ft judicial question, ho does not inform tho 
country — 

"which logltlrnatoly belongs to tho Supremo Court of tho 
United Stales, boibro whom it Is now peudiiig, and will, It 
is understood, bo Hpoodily and Ilnally Bctllod. To their de- 
cision, in common with all good citizens, I shall cheerfully 
submit, whatever this may bo." 

These declarations of tho out-goiug and in- 
coming Presidents simply meant that the poli- 
ticians and applicants for official favor should not 
only endorse this decision themselves, but that 
they should prepare tho minds of the people, ao 
far as possible, but capecialiy the party, for one 
of the most startling decisions over announced 
by any judicial tribunal iu tho world; and so 
successfally did this well-laid plot work, that 
partisans and place-hunters in mauy of the free 
States succeeded in having the decision of this 
court endorsed by their party conventions, with 
apparent enthusiasm, immediately after its de- 
livery. If there had not been eomothing unusual 
and alarming at the bottom of this fc-thcoming 
decision of the Supreme Court in a case which 
only involved the title to an old superannuated 
black man, whose value was not one hundred 
dollars in any slave market in the world,and who, 
I believe, died within a year after this decision 
waa made, would there have been any such 
anxiety about this case as was manifested by 
Ihe-slave power? Can any gentleman on the 
Administration side of tho House answer the 
question? No, sir, he cannot; and it will not 
be attempted. Thia court had decided cases, 
time and again, involving the title to millions of 
property, and yet no President and no party con- 
ventions, or party press, ever in advance called 
upon or appealed to tho litigants, much less a 
parly, or the people at large, to submit tO' a forth- 
coming decision of this tribunal. 

After all this skilful preparation, comes the 
long-delayed desision of the court, which sub- 
stantially declared, that as black men bad no 
natural or political rights, and were not citizens, 
that they could not maintain a anit for their 
freedom, or havo a hearing for any parpoae in 
the courts of the United States. Had the court 
stopped right here, arid contented themselvea 
simply with deciding all tho poiat thero was Id 
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I tho Cftoo. no I untlorntand it, tlioro would havo 
' l)oonno auch cxlmorilinftry cffoit on tho part of 
tho oluvo power, through tho official inituonco 
' and pfttrouftgo of two ProoidctJtu, to imluco tho 
party and people of tho Northern Statco to ortb- 
init to this dccioion. For though I regard tho 
declaration of tho cbnrt that black man, tho 
descendant of Africana who were etolcn from 
1 Africa and cuelavcd by piratcc, hau no claima 
cither to a hearing or protection to life and lib- 
erty from thiB department of th.o QovornniCAt an 
monatroua, acu contrary to tho spirit and genlua 
of our inatitutions, which ohouhl protect and 
defend lh(i rights of every human being, how- 
ever huraMo, within our juriodicticn, yet I say, 
if thia had been all of the case, and tho cbqrt 
had not travelled out of tho record in its attempt 
to get hold of, and pass upon, political queationa, 
which were not and could not properly bo bo- 
foro it, there w^ould havo boon nj anxiety or 
alarm on tho part of tho elavo power as to the 
probable submission of tho great mass of.tiio 
people to this decision, ospccially of their North- 
ern alliea. 

On this point, tho lato Colonel Benton, in his 

oxamiaatioa of tho Drcd Scott case, (page 5,) 

juatly romarks : 

" Tho court, in repulsing jurisdiction of tho original caso, 
ami disirilSBing it for tlio want of tiio riglit to try it, [nltor 
dismissing lt,ll'ourd groat dlUlcoltyin gotilng at it9 morlta— 
nt tUo nioritB of tho disraissod ciiao itfloU ; and certainly, 
Btill greater dlfllcuity in getting at 1,130 merits of two great 
political quoBtlons, which lio 80 far beyond it. The court 
ovidontly folt this difficulty, and worlccd sedulously to avoid 
it— sedulously at building a bridge, long and slender, upon 
which a majority of these judges crossed the wide and deep 
guif which separated' tho personal rights of Dred Scott and 
his famiy from tho political tpstitntions and tho politioal 
rights or tho whole body of tho American pooplo.' 

Mr. Justice Wayne, in constructing one of the 
spans of thia shaky and unsubstantial judicial 
bridge, on which a majority of the court crossed 
the deep gulf referred to by Colonel Beaton, as- 
signed aa a reason for trt veiling out of the record, 
and passing upon the constitutionality of the 
Missouri compromise, its necessity, in order to 
give peace to the country. He said : 

" Tho case involves private riglita of great value, and con- 
stitutional principles of the highest importance, about which 
there had become euch a difference di opinion, that the 
peace and liarmony of the country rcquii-ed tho settlement 
of them by judicial decision." 

From whence the Supreme Court derived their 
authority to settle political questions, in order, 
as Mr. Justice Wayne says, to secure "peace and 
Aamony!!,' between contending political parties, 
neither he, nor either of the judges concurring 
in this opinion, have seen proper to inform the 
public. , . 

When the court thus travelled out of the 
record, and assumed to. pass upon the power of 
Congress and the Territorial Legislatures to pro- 
hibit and. exclude slavery in the Territories of 
the nation, and declare, as it did in this case, 
that neither Congress nor a Territorial Legisla- 
ture possessed the power, notwitbetanding the 
uniform practice of the Government for seventy 
years had been to exclude and prohibit slavery 
by Congressional enactment, there was fear, and 
■«6t cause for fear, on the part of the slave 
ower, the President, and tho court itself, that 



(lio people woulfil not riubmlt to a dccioion thht 
virtually changed thoir Uonijtituti(on. llcnco tho 
groat anxiety of tho privileged olatlin— 'for whoao 
nolo benefit thia dociaSon was madc^~to aecuro 
(xcquioiiconco in aiad ondoirfiomcnt by thi6 poopio 
of thia usurpation of tho Buprcmo Court. 

To Docuro thia, tho firat nccoBDfiry Dtop wan to 
compel tho Prooident to proocribd' (|H iho loading' 
men in tho party, and ssU npplicanta for otiice, 
who did not fiubrait to, and accept with* alacrity, 
tho decision of tho court aa *' final." ThcEo woro 
required to join the Govtjrnnibnt in tho ueo of all 
tho power and palronag^j at ita comtantid, and 
tho unncrupnlous ,1130 of aV( parlift oppUattcoo, to 
secure tho raoat unqualified ' t^ndoraeoibht Of thia 
decision by CTory State Oonvtintioii of iho party Ih 
the North, thuit making a judicial dc<?i^ipn a' pat- 
ty question ; and, so far from BotllSng tho jpoints 
naaumcd to bo adjudicated by tho coutt, tnaking 
tho opinion of tho court itself a new and a teat 
question of party fidolily j "brinffinff (he court 
into the political Jtcld," ColonoL Benton has; 
said, aiid making tho now (xueationa'ihug raised 
"//ic very, jvatchwarda y parttty," . ,Foir a 
ly thia is a question whichNmaat; become far 
inoro bitter and malignant thiirt the slavery qnes- 
tion itself, when tho people fully comprehend 
tho alarming power assumed by ihis irresponsi- 
ble department of the Government to chaflgo or 
annul their Constitution at pleasure. ' I say irre- 
sponsible department ; bec'aubo, holding their of- 
fices for life, and not amenable to tho people foi 
their acts, they have no fear of removal, and do 
not regard, as Mr. Jefferson has said, the power 
of impeachment oven as a " scarecrow." 

The important points which , the Supreme 
Court assumed to decide for the interest of tho 
slave power were : first, that no slave, or .the 
descendant of a slave, cbiild maintain a suit at 
law for any purpose in any of the courts of the 
United States, . r 

This decision was deniaMed and deemeid 
fiecessary in order' that the precedent mi^t be 
settled favorable to this class , in teifeat while the 
pro-slavery party had possession of the cottrts, 
BO that thereafter no slave, or persoa held as 
such, should be allowed to bring suit for hia or 
her freedom, or sue out a writ of habsa^ corpiis 
before any of said courts, to compel th6 party 
holdiDg any such pbrsons as slaves to show by 
what authority 6aid person or persons were dis- 
trained of their liberty, unless the court should 
first overrule this decision. 

The point thus gaineid by the slave power was 
an important one, because it made it necesaary 
hereafter for all persons suing for their freedoin 
to bring their suits in the Statte conrtSt where, 
the law-makers, the judges, and juries,' being 
slaveholders, there would be iao question tliat 
the interests and wislies of the privileged class 
would be omnipotent. But little danger could 
be appreheiided. With such lavirs~as «ire enacted 
by Southern States to guard and protect this 
clasti interest, of any pelfsons obtaining their 
freedom, though they aiu^lit ;be 60 white that 
they would readily pasB fo!^ wliite persons, and 
though it might be* well known to the claimant, 
OB well as judge and jury, that the persoa thus 



held VIM bp^n frco. IIf?nco ilio import ftnco pf 
lliiq point to tlio Bl(\vcl«o!«lor, <cIro nuch Buito m 
1 luivo alluded to joilKlil, «iul d'oubtloas vvould, 
becom'o troublcaomo nnd incpnycnicut, to, tl>o 
prlvilcRod ciano, nn thorii nro fi.nsimbor ofSlaten 
nhmo OouotituUono and laws do not oBiabllah 
nlavcry an an inntilution, but oimply rccognioo 
tljo relation of maatcr and Blavo wiUiout CQlab-. 1 
iiolibg tho rifjht. 

G!. That tbo Constitution, of ita own inhoront 
force, cxtondo to all Territorica m coon na ac- 
quired. On thin point, I quoto tho toslimony of 
Mr. Bpnion, bocivwno it ia of great value, aa 
Bhowing what viowQ wcro ontcrlaincd by all dc- 
partmonta of tho Govornmont on tbia question 
up to the tlmo tbitt diBCUflsion was roado. (I do 
mit, however, dcairo to bo undcrsiood aa en- 
dorulng Mr, Bcnton'o viowa in full on thia point.) 
Bp aayo, in hia Notification to tbo Roador, in bla 
volumo examining tho Drcd Scott, case : 

" without GOtaff farlhor into tbac liistcry In this brief jpojf- 
ecriptum aoliCcuUon, and conanlnR Winsnlf to tho in ccm 
polttt lu iBSUOi tho writer will Bay that tho AdiniikiBlralion of 
Mr. Montoo oaprcfsaJy, by ununlmous dccmlon, niul cucli 
nouBoof Congrtioa Implloaiy, and without dlvisioa, dcclrtoa 
ttiat no pari or U«o tosUtution nnd no oct or Cougi cBa went 
to ft Torrit«ry unices oxuiudod to U by act of Cougross." 

3. That tho Constitution lecogniscd alaves as 
property as woU aa persona, and bcrauso tbua 
recogtiiBed, Congreaa had no power to prohibit 
tbo introdaction of, or to exclude after it waa 
introduced, this opeciea of property from tho 
Territoriea; nnd 

4, "If (as tho court say) Congress cannot ex 
crciso thia power, (to exclude slavery from the 
Territories,) it will hardly be claimed that it 
ca-a delegate the power to a Territorial Legisla- 
ture." , . .. 

In this sammary manner, and in these words, 
did the Supreme Court, whose decisions Mr. 
DonoLAd pretends to endorse, dispose of hia boast- 
ed theory of popular sovereignty, and thus were 
the deception and fraud praieticed upon the peo- 
ple of the North in 1856 unblashingly proclaimed. 

The doctrine tbat the Constitution of the United 
States recognises slaves as property, and that 
Congress has not tho power to exclude it from 
the Territories, having been established, so far 
OS the aathority of tho Supreme Court and the 
united voice of a great party can establish it, 
tbo next step in tne sexl^s of aggressions and 
uflurpationa contemplated bj this tribunal, and 
the class who created and control it, ia to de- 
clare that elavesy cannot lawfully bo excluded 
trom any of the sovereign States of the Union ; 
that 60 long aa ono State in the Confederacy 
recognises and sanctions slavehblding, whether 
by her Constitution, her laws, or custom, slave- 
holding Bhali be legal in all the Territories, 
and in every State, and neither Congress nor 
Stale nor Territorial Legislatures shall have the 
power to prohibit it. It is difficult to see how it 
can be laV?fully excluded from a Territory or 
State, or on what just principle the purchase 
and importation of slaves is declared piracy, if 
it be true tbp,t tho national Constitution recog- 
nises slaves as property ; for article six of the 
CoQSiitutioD of the United States declares that 



" nilr, ConPlHiiUon, nnd the liiwii of tiK. United Slntrfi \v!i,ch 
nhrdl 1)0 mndo lii piirnumico IhwdOl, and till IrenUcil iaB'l«r, 
or which lifmllhoinmlo, under tlio iv.ilhoiiiy ol iliu Vuiu a, 
PUUcn,i)lnU bo the »inir(>uie l.iwol the Imid ; uuil the Jiiil|;( !i ^ 
In ovcry BtiUo nliull bo Doiihd thereby, rvnythlnn In tliii l:.wii 
or ConfilUullon of nny BttiU) to the coulitiry uolwillictjtnd- 
Inc" 



Any Icgiolativo ciiaotmoht, tbcrcforo, cither by 
JorritoricB or Stiitca, cxchiditifj tbo master with 
lia obwoB ; or, if ho enter a Territory or State, 
destroying hia property by depriving hiin of it 
without componBalion, mimt bo clearly uncon- 
Dtitutional, na luuat alco be tbo law wliich dc- 
clarca tbo nlavo trade piracy ; for, if Blavoa arc 
[)ro^)crly by virtue of a constitutional provinion, 
thoy are properly, not only in the Territories 
and in all iho Statcu— Ohio aa well aa Mioaouri— 
but are iiluo property in ovory part of tbo world 
wberovCr tho fl.ag of the country protects tho 
Uvea and property of her citizens. Tho only ex- 
ccption that can possibly bo made to thia rule, 
provided tbo prcmiaca claimed bo admitted, would 
bo where our cilisens. with their alavb property, 
wore temporarily rcaidibg in or passing through 
the territory of a foreign nation whose laws pro- 
hibited slavery. In such a country they prOlift- 
bly could not hold them without express treaty 
atipulationtj. But if a citiiscn of tho United States, 
under tho protection of hia country's (lag, buys 
slaves in AfVica, or in any other country, they 
aro aa legally hia as though ho purchased' them 
in South Carolina, provided slavery is not pro- 
hibited by law in tho country where tho purchase 
is made. And there being no law in Africa to 
prohibit slaveholding, but a usage recognising 
it, the act of Congress that prohibits citizens ot 
tho United States from purchasing slaves there, 
or, if he purchase them, deprives him of them 
without compensation the moment he sets foot 
on the soil of his own State with them, and, in 
addition, inflicts the terrible penalty of death 
upon hicB. for having in bis possession persons 
who are recognised by the Cocatitation of his 
country as property, is clearly unconstitutionaL 

The Supreme Court, however, did not dare, 
when deciding the Dred Scott case, to declare, 
in so many words, that sovereign States of this 
Union could not exclude slavery and prohibit its 
existence within their jurisdiction. The sup- 
porters of the slave power knevr that the public 
mind of the North was not prepared- for such a 
declaration of their purposes. They therefore 
preferred to take the safer course, and first se- 
curs the endorsement and acquiescence of the 
people in the Dred Scott decision, knowing that 
the logical result of that decision would legalizB 
slavery in all the States and Territories of the 
Republic, notwithstanding their State. Conatitu- 
tions and laws might prohibit it 

Judge Nelson, of the majority of the Snpreme 
Conrt, who concurred in tho Dred Scott opiniou, 
is the only judge who approached near enough 
to this point to give any intimation of what 
would be his views in a case auch as Virginia 
has carried up from the Supreme Court of New 
York. In stating his views, he admitted that the 
eovereign States of the Union had logislativo 
power ovor all subjects, except in cases where 
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tho power la roalrmncd by l!io Oonnlltutlon of 
tho United Sfatoo." IIo adda : 

, " Tho law oftlio Btato In nupromo over Mm nulOoc-l of 
vbry i.vlUiln lt.ijiirln(llctlon,oxcopt In cnflonvvhoro tho powor 
la rcsfrnlnod by tlio CoiiBUtutlon." 

And for tliia opinion lio may bo Romlnatod at 
tho RttUimoro Oonvoation on tho 18th of next 
month, But if tho, Oonntitwtion of tho United 
Stnton rccogniaon flln.vco 113 property, tho State 
cnnnofc legally oxchido thcni, for the national 
Constitution " ia tho ouprcaio low of tho land," 
and provides, in article four, nection second,, cx- 
prcooly that 

"Tlio clUzonn of each gtato r.hall bo entitled to nil tho 
prIvlIcgcB and Imimiui lea of tho clllzcpii fa tlio Bovoral 
KUtos." 

Tilia provioion Bocuros beyond qucDtion tho 
right of every citizen of a )Stato to paaa through 
or reside in any State, with any and all descrip- 
tions of property recoBnistd by tho national Oon- 
stitution, and all laws, cnnctmento, and judicial 
doeisiona, of every State, destroying or depriving 
a citizen of any State of this right, ia violative 
not only of tho letter but tho spiritof tho national 
Oonstitution, if slaves are property by virtue of 
any provieioa of that instramoat. Hence I claim, 
and alwaya have claimed, that either JefForaon 
ond tho Republican party. are right on this ques- 
tion, or Calhoun and hia disciploa are right. 
. There can bo but two sides to tho question. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I do not beliwe that the 
Constitution of my country recognises property 
in man. If I did, then, sir, I never could, and I 
never would, have laid my hand upon tho Bible, 
und taken ouch an oath aa I did when I became 
a member of this House, to support such a 
Constitution,- and which, by becoming a mem- 
ber of this body, I must either violate or vote 
to sustain and protect the right of the master 
to his Blavo property in all the Territories and in 
all the States of the American Union, by the whole 
power of tho Government — by the use of the army 
and navy and the purse of the nation. For, if 
such are his vested rights under tho Constitution, 
IcheerfaUyconcede itto be the dnty of those who 
administer the Government to give him adequate 
protection, to the full extent of their power and 
jurisdiction. I would simply decline participating 
in such an Administration ; for I do not subscribe 
the extraordinary statesmanship of the author of 
the Kansas-Nebraska act, which concedes the 
constitutional right of one man to property in 
the person of another ; placing it exactly upon'the 
same tenure of other property, and then admit- 
ting that he may be legally deprived of that 
property, without compeasation, by what he 
tercis the " unfriendly legislation, " of a Territorial 
Legislature, whigh even he does not pretend to 
claim can exercise sovereign power. 

Sir, if I could believe that our fathers who 
formed this Union, which I have been taught to 
love, arid this Constitution, which I have been 
taught to cling to lis the paUadium of our liber- 
ties—I say, if I could be made to believe that they 
intended to declare or did covei^ly and insidious- 
ly declare in any line or section of that Constitu- 
VAon that thert) coald bo property in man, then I 
Vould cease to cherish or venerate their nsem- 



oriccr, and, rather than hold a coat on thio floor 
for 0, oinglo hour, and by holding a ocnt hero bo 
obliged by my onth Xo oanction find oupport the 
inotitntion of li^uman olavory, I would become nu 
alien to nuch a Govornraont, and j.-ofiiso to bo 
claonod aa a citizen with u people wlio, with tho 
light of conturicn beaming upoh them, pcraiotcil 
in the crinio of upholding a, Oohatltution which 
rocogniood property in man. 

Bnt, Mr. Olmirmun, it io claimed that tho ques- 
tion aa to whether the Oonatitution rocogainca 
property in man or not, is no longer an opcn quea- 
tion; that it io a question which qannbt with 
oafety bo submitted for dotorminotion to tho 
people, or bo intrusted to tho individual opiniono 
of their Roprcsontatlvoa in Congress, or to the 
offlcora in any of the co-crdinato departraents of 
tho Government, except tho Supremo Court. 

It ia said that the question has been, aa tho 
President informs us, ''finally*' and authorita- 
tivoly settled for us by that "auju^t tribunal:' 
Men of all parties, in officb and out of offico, are 
called upon by tho party through whose inatru- 
mentality this decision was proc'jred, to Bubmst 
to and endorse It ; and the demand ia made rtnd 
Inaisted on, that, by our jrofcea and acta hofo, we 
shall conform tho legislation of tho couiitry to 
this political decision, witaout regard to wh^t 
may have been »ho oction of tho Government cr 
the opinions entertained by the leading statesmea 
of tho past and present day upoii this question'. 
Thus, sir, if this theory is to bo ttcquibsced in by 
the country, all individual tesponsibillty in the 
Government ceases; and I must swear, and 
every officer of tho Government mast swear, to 
support the Constitution, not as I or they may 
understand it, but as a majority of the nino men 
who compose the Supreme Court understand and 
interpret it for ns. And this, sir, is called Democ- 
racy' in the year of grace 1860 ! 

Sir, this kind of Democracy I repudiate, and 
appeal to tho common sense of every man, and 
the record of our fathers, to prove that it ia a 
spurious species of Democracy. 

_Sir, when I took an oath to support the Con- 
stitution, I swore to support it as I understood it, 
and not as a majority of the Supreme Court may 
understand it, or any other number of men, indi- 
vidually or collectively. On this point, I believe 
the Supreme Court has no more right t6 control 
the action of members of Congress, than Congress 
has the right to interfere with and dictate a de- 
cision in any case before that tribunal for adljidi. 
cation. 

In Colonel Benton's introductory note- to his 
examination of the Dred Scott case, he uses the 
following iJieguage, which I fully endorse : 

" C</ngres3 holds Its powers from the Constitiitlon, where 
every grant of authority is preceded by tho WJjrds,'.' ehajl 
have power to,' and to tho euppor*. of vfhich the • raerobei's 
arc sworn. Tho grant of power is in the Oonstitution, auil 
tho oath is to tho Constatution ; and it is -written, that Its 
words, always thb same, may bo always sonh'. and no cx- 
cuso for disregarding thera. fhe duty, ol' thvv nieriiber, h-^ 
allegianeo, his fealty, is io iho Constitution : ahd'Io perform- 
ance of this duty, In the discharge of this alifgijinco, in the 
keeping of this fealty, ho must bo govBrneiT by the words of 
the Jnstrisment, and by tho dictates of Ins'own cunscibficc 
ITio momber may enlighten himself, and sJiould, with (Siwii- 
sels ot others : but tES authority, as ti rule of.obUgatioa, asa 
guide to conduct, th6 Coaslitution and tte- oath, alone ci'j 



(Tovcm vnniV ^orn It ortiorwIiiOi vwo Oonirrosn lo )onlc *^ Ju- 
clioliil IsiUirpftiliMIOn U)t Itn twrn^rn, II wbulil iiooii ccano U> 
Xiavo nny ftitod riilen lof>rJ)ri'V,'(iiit(l mow liav/» mrtiiy 
rtiv.-veo.mtijrprctaUonn /('Situfitirpni cmr^'r, ■fi^<^, JiKo t^io. 
Holy BcDptftron (n l)au(J/» of, r.i)r\nfMi mi\ cpt'ifn()i^,t<),torfl> 
%vn')lil noon coteo to t>o x<hnt llij frAvnoni <rt.i',lo ' 

"XhopavVcr nf fliOi ciouri' Ici JufllslaWfio'ttOw nrwl In tJio 
tX)hr".UUits,7i\, ami r.o htjl^j, In tlit'iiry, tf'fiot liv prnolico. It, 
la lUnltodl frt CJHJcm ' la, \W mA cxjui^y ; ' and thonifli Bomn ■ 
limcj or>CiOitclU;i|f(( m>oa,jK)llMo;U (,ai)jocU),lt Inwlliiout tliJlit, 
VilUMiit nUOioHly, ftiid VflUiOul (ho irtioann' of «nrorclnit iin 
doclnionn. It ovii Ir-iuio no .inantfctntwj to Oonicn-n.') ov tho 
proplo,noir punInU tliom for (llurocartlinjc Itn doclnloiih, or 
flvon nttAcklnK'tlUMn. Vixr .from bolHR boiuitl C>y iliolr Uo- 
ctRlonn, ConRrcca n»ay procood criminally ivtalnnt tin. JuilRon 
Tor malriuR tJiiom, ttJic» rtocmod criminally wwng— ono 
Slouijo iropOacU, «nd tUo oiJior try,(ui dono tti Uio.iumpm 
Csira» of Judft'o Onnso. 

" Tn rwRumlriK to'tfoctdo tliono qHonUonu, [conBtlt'jtlonallly 
pf thv MiE.'TOuri comprom)»o,&o.,) II In liollcved iho conrt 
cornK>itt.6d two nrcat orrcrn : fird, in tUo w;numption,to try 
ouch QUcsHona ; pxon<I(y,ia dooldlnij thorn an tbey did. A«>d 
IMS certain llwi tUo dociBlonn aro contrary lu tlio Hnlform 
Qollom of all doparltncntB of tUo Govornmont,— ono of tUotn 
for.tbJrly-B|j;ycMrn,and;lho oUior for noycrity years— .--Qd 
la IlioIr cn'octa.ni'on oJMihnro equivalent to lui nlinraliouof 
llio CoUElltullon, uy Indcrlln;; now clausoa In It, u-hlch could 
but IinVO Xsatsa jn\i\ in H (it tho Um.^ that luuti'uincut waii 
made, nor at aoy ,tlrao (slnco, nor, now. ' ' 

Ac long ftgo n? .when ft. bill for tho organiia- 
tioa of .th9',Tomtoiy of Oregon ivvaa unilor con- 
etdoration i.a tho Sonato q( tho Unitou States, an 
aUompt Wft3 ittftdft to, got this political <|ncstion 
of tbo powor of Qoagrcaa over tho oabjcct of 
elaveiy in tho Torritorioo in ehapo, bo that at the 
f rppcr iimo (that iti, w)xm tho court waa so con- 
uti^ted OS to sait t!ho bIatq power) it.conld bo 
carried up oa An agreed case, and decided aa the 
• Pred ^cott cfiso was. 

Hon. Joha Bell, then a. Senator of tho United 
fltatoB froca Ten,ne3pee, opposed the bUI, ond de- 
dared " ikafr the -qourt was the makcat of the three 
iih-orJinate branches of the Qtvcrnmctit-r-too weak 
(qconmandobediaife, or to settle such questions; End 
ie dT4m the inference that a decision of it before a 
tribunal to feeble might break doion the court, uhile 
^(failed to satisfy the public mind." The result of 
^he actioa of tho Sppreme Goart in the Dred 
.Scott case testifies how jastond wiso were the 
conclasions of that distinguished Senator. 

General Jackson, in his message returning the 
bill for the rechorter of tho Bank of tho United 
States, replii33, in the following well-timed re- 
marks, to the claim then Bet up, that, as the 
Sapreme Cotiirt had decided the constitutionality 
of a .aimilar charter creating this same bank, it 
•was the ^a/y of Congress and the Executive to 
acquiesce in that decision : 

.. " If tho opinion of tbe Saprcmo Court covorod the whole 
ground of this act, it ought not to control the co-ordinato 
antJioritlcs of ihia Govornmont. Tho Congress, tho Execu- 
tSvo, and tho Court, must, each for Itself, bo guidud by Its 
own opialoM of tho Constitution. Each public officer, who 
i<^cs an oath to support tho Constitution, swoara that ho 
•will support it as ho oadcrstacds it, and not as it Is under- 
stood by otbflra. It is as much tho duty of tho House of 
B9prcscntativc3,.of the Senate, and of tho President, to de- 
cide upon tho constUuUonality of any blU or resolution which 
may bo proaentod to Ihem for passage or approval, as it is 
of Uio supremo jttdgea, when it may bo brought before them 
for Judicial decision. The opinion of tlio Judges has no moro 
authority over Congress than the opinion of Cohgrosa over 
tSia jadges: and, on tnat point, tho Frcsldout Is independent 
of both. Tho jfflthorlty fit tboSuprcmo Court mtist not,tbere- 
•ore, bo permuted to con^ol tho CoDgrcss or tho Eiccutivo 
when oeUng in their legislative capacities, bat to have only 
such toSuenco as tho toroaof thoir reaooalng may deserve." 

Such, sir, were tho opinionQ of two of the 
ooBt iilustriotts Democratic statesmen of the 



pnat jproncrulion oq ^hin quontion of the power of 
ono dopartmonl. of Iho Govociimcnt to bhid or 
control by any daCiolon of thoira tho action of 
ftiiy Other co-otdinat'!) doparlmont, or of any 
inombcr thortbl'. ' Thcpo opinionn wqro enter- 
tained by nearly .all tlio leading otiitOfliMOU until 
t,ho olftvo power obtained comploto ascon'doncy 
i^n tlio Governmont, and by no oUd <r«n these 
6pinionn more diotiuctly and fully maintniuod 
than by tho present Chief Magiatrato, aa will bo 
Dcon by tho following extract frdni a Bpooch de- 
livered by him in the Senate of tho United States, 
on the 7th cif July, 1841, which may bo found in 
tho tenth volume of tho Congrosflional Globe, 
No. 2, puga IGJJ: 

"But oVcii if tho .Tudlolary had BCittlcd tho qacnllon. 1 
Bhould novor hold myfiolf bound by tlioir doclBlon wbllot 
aclliiG la ft logiBlallvci character. Unliko tho Bcnator from 
Jla-SBnchuBotD),' fMr. IJatts,] I shall novor consent to plnco 
tho polllicftl rl(;lUa and liborllcn of this pcoplo lu tho hands 
ol any Judicial tribunal. It was, tlinroforo, with tho ulmoRt 
witonlahmcnt I hoard tho Senator <lvolaro,that ho cotmldcrod 
the cxpnEitlona of tho Constitution by tho .Tudiclary to bo 
equally blndin'- upon iin ns tho oxposltlons of tho moral law 
by tho Saviour of inanlclnd, contalnod in tho tiospol, woro 
upon ChrlstL-ins ; and that those Judicial ospositlous woro of 
equal authority with iX\o tc-tt of Uio Coa-jtltution. This, sir, 
Is an InfalUhlUiy which was never before dalmcdfor any hu- 
man tribunal ; an Infallibility which would convert Iroomcn 
Into abject slaves ; an infallibility wlucU would Uavo ren- 
dered tho famous soditlon law as oacrod na the ConBtltutlon 
Itself, tho Judiciary hiiving dociJed this law to bo consUtu- 
tlohal : Nid which would thus havo nniiihiiatod, throughout 
.tb.o wholo extent of this Union, tho liberty of tho press na.? 
tho freedom of spocch. No, sir, no ; it is not tho genius of 
our institutioM to con';idor mortal men us inlUlllblo. 

*' Nomanholdci In hlRiicr estimation than I do tho memory 
of Chief Justice Marshail ; but I should rover havoconsontcil 
to roakooveii him tho tliial arbiter between tho Government 
and people of this country ou qucstioi.s of constitutional lib- 
erty. Tho exporienco of all ages and countries lias demon- 
strated that Judges inslinctlvciy loan towards tho prorcga- 
tivcs of Govornmcnt : and it Ls notorious that tho court, du- 
ring the wholo period which he presided over it, cmliracing 
Bo m-my years of its existence, ha.i inclined towards tbo 
highest assertion of Federal power. Tlmt this has boen dono 
honestly and conscicaliouBlj', I entertain not a doubt." 

Sir, if the political opinions of a majority of 
tho Supreme Court in this Dred Scott case are 
to assnmo the form of a decree, and be "trrfico- 
cable," as is claimed by the PresidfJit in his an- 
nual message, and all futuu political decrees of 
this tribunal are also to be ^Hrrevocable" and 
binding upon the Democratic patty, aa is claimed 
by the leaders of this party, and thia monstrous 
assumption of the slave power ia to be acqaiesced 
in and sustained by the people, in the election of 
another pro-slavery President, then indeed will 
the revolution inangurated by Mr. Calhoun, less 
than tweaty.five years ago, ba complete. There 
will then no longer be either free Territories or 
free States in the American Union, but every 
State and every Territory, bo far ns tho action of 
the National Government can decree it, will be 
consecrated to the everlasting curse of human 
bondage." 

Now, sir, as to th»» propriety of intrusting this 
Judicial department of tho Goyernment with the 
powers claimed for it by the present Adminis- 
tration party. On this point I prefer to quote 
from the speeches and writings of some of the 
most distingnished men who aided in the forma- 
tion of the Government. 

John Randolph, of Roanokp, fiaid : 
" To mo it appcMB. that tho power which has tbe right of 
passiisg, without api;iiial, on tho validity of your laws, !g 



your povftrolfrn," • ■> ."■ , *■ " Batnrcwn not nn (Icoply, Jn- 
riilorci5to!l I'i tlio inw (ixiMfiltlon'of Mio CopntlUuioii juj tiio 
juilCKiciin Wllli MU (Inft (icfoioiico ((» (lu.lr tftloii(«,ln 
iica <Jonj;roB3 nn cnpMiIo (iDorinlOBn. corrtKrlpplulPP na tl>oy 
nro? , Aro not ltd mnmborn tucllnff under pircsponPtWIIty to 
puWioojiUiion, .which can ftmlwlll cli<}clc Uuilr fttjcrriilloiiH 
(from OulyV Let a ciiPOiiiol np ItnnKlnnry Ano, !jo cUiIimI-: 
OongTCT v)olatc,n llio CormlllHUon by ibtU)rl5nrlIiil rmiij;ll)o 
JuJlclal corroctlvo iBftppllyd »o ; fiir from pr<?t«ctlp»; I'lo lib- 
erty (if tlio clllwn, or' Vh(>,lcll<!r of |lio,Coiii\Ut«tl( «, you ()u<l 
tUom ouUloln/f llicIxftlBliiHiro In zciil— i)rer,nli«K Itio oommoa 
Uw of Kiij^Sniid to Ihoir corvico wIvmo iho cniiillon liuv rtld 
not ftiiply. KuppoRo ypur rcUnnco Imd Itcon ftlU>Ki;t.Ucr on ' 
tliln ?)roiccn otdir, wul not on iho clcctlvo prlnolplo ; your 
prcfi'J »lii(;ht liiwo l)(;fci» cncUalnod Mil doomcdn.', yotir fclll- 
zooulricarconitod lor llfo ; Jxnd wlioro la your remedy f " 

JoBOph H. Nicholson, of Maryland, onltl : 
By what aulliorily iiro Uio Judpcp to 1>o ralisod - '...ivo tlio 
law. mid abovo tbo toniitlHitlira V Wlioro lu lUvichnrtur 
which place;! tlio novorol^nty of tJila country Jri UiolrAwndBt 
CJlvo thorn ilio powora mid t;yo Indcpondonoo now contended 
for, wid Ihoy will roqulro nothing more ; fob your Govern- 
ment bccoraoa a dcBpotinm, nnd thoy become your rulora. 
Tlioy ,nro to dccldo upon tlio liven, tho llbcrUco, find t.lio 
property of your cillzonn ; they havo iin o.bsoluto veto upon 
yoUr' lawo, by declaring them null nml void nt pleasure; 
tUoy tiro tw. Introduce nt will tho lavra^bf n foroinu country, 
dlffcrlnR cssontlaily with iisnpon tho grout principles of gov- 
crnraent; nnd.anor bolng clothed wlUi this urbltrury power, 
Iboy uro beyond tUu control of the nation, as they aro lot to 
1)0 iiffoclod by uny laws, which tho pooplo by Uicir .cpro- 
Bonttttlvcs can ptisa. If all thla bo true, If this doctrine bo 
cBtabllshcd in tho oitont which In now conlcndod tor, tho 
CopBtiU'tlou la not worth ihotlmo wo aro now siKsndlng upon 
It. Ui8,aB itha3 boon called by to enemies, mcro ijarch- 
mcnt ; Jor these Judges, IhuB rendered pmnlpotpnt, ,raay 
overleap tho C!onBtltullon,.and trainplo.on your laws ; they 
may laugh tho lA-gislaturo to scorn, .and Bot the nation at 
dotlance. 

" To mo It is tt matter of Indifference by ,vhat namo you 
call them ; I care not whether it bo kings or Judges. Arm 
them with power, and tho danger Is tho eamo. ii'or myself, 
I havo no Iioaitatlon in declaring, that 1 would rather bo sub' 
icct to tho absolute Bway of one tyrant than to that of thirty: 
as I would prefer tho mild despotism of CSiina to tho hated 
arlstocralcy of Venlco, whero tho vilest wreUsh was oncour- 
nged as a secret Informer, and tho lion's mouth was ever 
gaplnri for accusation." 
Robert Williama, of Worth Carolina, said: 
" If this doctrine Is to extend to tho length gentlemen con- 
tend, then is tho sovereignty of tlio Govcrnmant to bo swal- 
lowed np In tho vortex of tho Judiciary. V.'hatevor tbo 
Other dopartmeats of tho Government may do. they can un- 
do. You can pass a law, but they can annul it. Will not 
5io pooplo bo astonished to hear that their laws depend upon 
jUio will of tho judges, who aro themselves mdependent of all 
bw?" 

Nathaaiel Macon, of North Carolina, on the 
same day, eaid : 

«' Accoi-ding to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
Judiciary more than the law, and both more than tho Coa- 
Btitution. It was a mialorUmo tho judges wore not equal in 
inGOlibility to tfcoGod who mado them. Xho truth was, if 
tie judge was a party man out of power, he «fould be a 
party man in. The offilco would not cUaugo human nature." 

In the House of RepresentaliTcs, Thomas T. ; 
Daivis, of Kentucky, said : 

" I fbuad my opinion of tho expediency of repealing the 
Judiciary law on another reason, in addition to that of the 
courts being unnecessary ; I mean tho power they declare 
Uiey havo, in tho language of Judge Vattersoa, to ' doclaro a 
law Dull and void.' Never can I subscribe to that opinion, i 
Never canlbelievo tho Judiciary paramountto bothbranches 
.ofthe Logiajaluro ; ifHis,l,havu y<itto learn it; tliere isan 
end to icgisiation ; a knavo or a fool can malto void yoiu- 
bast and most wholesome laws." * ♦ * "I am wilting 
to admit tbo Judiciary to bo co-ordinate with the I/sgisjature 
In this rcs.poct, to wit: that judges, thinking a lavri unconsti- 
tutional, arc not bound to pxecuto it ; bus not to declare it 
null and void. That power rests alone with tho Legislature. 
Bat we aro told this Judiciary Is necessary to check this 
Houfio and Senate, and to protect tho pooplo against their 
•woret enemies. This is Baying to thp people, you nroinca- 
pablo of governing yourselves; your Ropresontallves are 
tocapablo of doUig it ; In tho Judiciary aiono you find a safe 
-iSeposltfor your Uberties; and eaying.also, that tho Jadi- 



cjnry lt» tho viMn ofthr^ nation, vrhmTlu.i^ll pcpror,n,ll cani- 
ty, dwell ; jtbat Iho JX'filiiUauto b huoOrOtflatfl ihorcto, o,u(l (k 
»aoro nomWl.fhinftjii. (ihiMlow wlibout nubLit-mco, llfi ncUi 
,pprf))r.tlyinv|ih)i;i,t.Uo c(«i|trol of tho JUillclar^. I trcmblo ft\ 
rooh u\i)f.f>i 'X'Jin nwrner wo put mm oiit M power, who wj; 
,<ind (Jolcrmlncd to iicvln Ihlii miufner, Ihe bc\U;r : >y dolnf; 
em, yii) pfcifprvo fbo power of \M l/;)ilAlaturf, anci (i^vo.oiir 
.p(iil(fn i'ffm tho ri\v<i([c,fj of nu hiicoiitroUcd Judiciary." ' 

;Mr. Gmyoon, one of tho bcpt and nhknt ipcD 
in tho old Kopublican party in the dayo of JolTcir- 
Ron,flAtd, in opcaking of tho ckira, flfit np fjy jl,h< 
.FodoniliBt for the auprcMo power ftnd p.urity of 
thiol court, thatr-~ 

•fRuch liad boon tho argument In nil coiwilrlaT .vfbOTO ♦ 
coHccfiBlon of powt-r bad been In ngit-itiou. , But >.lmt p:>wo.' 
ou(;lit to have Buch checkn and balmic(!a as Will provppt ba4 
men from abusing It. It ought to be granted <!in a uuppOKt 
tlon that mnn will bo bad, for 11 m'ly m v'cntually bb up. Wil'.i 
ronpoct U) tho Judiciary, my {jrwid nbJectSon la, that It will 
intcrforo with the Slato Judiciaries ; there bcii>f no nupc'.rln- 
teudlog central iwwer to keep In order thoso iwo'contondlng 
JurlBdlcHons. Thia is an objection which is unanawotablo iu 
ItR nature. In libgLind they havo great <;ourla, v/hKjix UavO 
great and interfering powers. But tho controUin^j jicmr ot 
I'arllamont, which |s ix central focus, corrects thorn. But 
hero each parly Is to Bhlft ftir iteolf. Thoro is no arbiter <w 
power to corrool. their Intorfcrcuco. Bopurronco can only bo 
had to the B word. Tho Stalo Jijdiciary is tho principal dti'onco 
wo havo. If its independence Is to \i> destroyed, our only 
dofcnslvo armor Is taken from us. Somcthluij; ban boon said 
of tho lr4opondonco of tho Federal Judgea. i >vlll only ob- 
Bervo TIlAT IT IS ON AS OOIUWPT A BASnj A3 THE ATO 
QF lUN CAN PLACE IT." 

Tho Hon. Jatnos Barbour, United Stated Sona- 
tor from Virginia, made a report on the 6th oi 
December, 1820, on tha petition of Matithpw Lyou, 
asking for rodrcsa for wrongs salferecl under tho 
sedition act, which had been sustaiaed and en- 
forced bj' tho Supremo Court. He said : 

" Tho commUteo oniortah'' » bigh respect tor tho purity 
and intclligenco of tho Judiciary. But it Is a rational respect, 
limited by a khowledgo of tho frailty of human nature, and 
Uio theory of the Constitutim, which declares not only that 
Judges may orr In opinion, but also may commit crimes, 
and honco has provided a tribunal for the trial of oflbndors. 

" In tlflic^ of violent party cxcitementjigitatliig tho wholo 
nation, to expect that Judges will be euUrely exempt Irom 
its influence, argues a profound ignorance of mankind. a1 
though clothed with tho ermine, they iaro still men, ajiJ 
carry- Into tbo judgmeul seat the passions and moUves com- 
mon to their kind. Their decisions on party questSona ro 
fleet their hidlvidual opinions, which frequently betray thcai 
unconsciously into error. To balance tho judgment of a 
whole people by that of two or threo men, no matter what 
may bo their olflcial elevation, is to cx? It thu creature of the 
Constitution above .113 creator, and to ,issail the . foimt'a'ibn 
of Our political fabric ;'which is^that tho decision of ^he poo- 
plo is inEaJJible, from which there is no appeal u tit to 
Uenven." 

Thomas JeiBferson was one of .tho most earnest 
and able opponents of the. doctrine ihat the court 
is Buprsmej and above all the co-ordinate depart- 
ments of the Government. In. a, letter to Wil- 
liam T. Barry, dat«d MontiCeUo,rJuly 2,;1822,he 
said : ■ ■' ■ 

." Wo already see the power installed for lillj, r«spcasiblc 
to no ^UiVUority, (^r-impeactimeat is not-ofonA.scafocrowO 
advancing with a noiseless and steady pace to the great, ob- 
ject of consoUdaiitin. Tlio foundations aro ahready deeply 
laid, by their ti'coisionis, for the annihilation of constitJitSoaa! 
eiato rights, and tho removal ofoyary chock, overy.coonter- 
poiso, to the cugulphiug power, of wliich themselves, wo. to 
make a sovereign part. If ever, this vast country is brooght 
imdor a smglo Government, it will bo oho of tho most c5ttcn- 
aivo corruption, indlflSsrent,ftnd inoapablo of » wholesome 
w/oovor po, .vyido aisprcad of eurface. Thi3.,will iwt be 
borne, and you will have to choose between reformaBon and 
rovolction. If I knov^ihe spirit of this conntiy, thS-onb or 
the other Is inevitable. Bsfore tho cankor:is becciBje iayet- 
eratfljlieforo its venom hss reached go much of tbp bpdy 
politic as to get beyond control, remcily should be applied. 
Let tho future appointments of jadgesliofoiriourojn MX years, 
and renewable by tlio Prosidcat and Senate. Wa^^ll fering 
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^hMf Ct>3i(tuct, Rt rn;fii>ArT(*rlCKltf, undor rovlubn ami pr jVia;-' 
<Jon,iii.ntlimn.y Voop thom lT»,'<nnin)o)ao ftolwficn gcuorot 
md pproit^l (Jovornmontfl. lio luwo ctrot! Jn thlr) »• )ln», l)y 
copyUig EoKlftnil, v/hf,rn CMt-Huly It In a. fioiKl 'Mli\ to tiftvo 
tbojii%na iiidflpondonl oCtho Klnff. -UuVwb hr.f o otnfltod 
to mpy ihPlr pantlon, atp.o, which ranlti fi'a JudR'/ rcmovRblo 
on llio (idtlrORa of both loRlntnUvo Iiaunnn. Thai thcro nhotlld 
bn publlo {^iiiotlonnrloo IndoponilonI; of tho nnt.'ori, wlinloVer 
jmy bw ff.'Jir domoiH, !h r, rioloclmn, In n rcpub.'io, of tlio 
Art; outer ofabsardlly and Inconaluloncy," 

I mfltft, Iiowovor, clos6 tUio valuftblo and in- 
otrucUiro toatimony, ■which Illig^^t bo muUlpUwl 
indoflnitolj, auA conclndo by quoting; tho chnr- 
ftctotioltc ftnBWoro given by Frnnklin In tho 
Ftidcml Coavonlioa, ifhon askod: "What means 
tmutd ecctire One bnt^ purctt, and ablest men for 
judffsit?" Franklin ftrooo and nnsworcd: "/hi- 
me'diate aecoun(abUi(f/ to the people." JJo wfto thon 
ftjokcd; "TFAat provisious were bett calculated to 
prescTt'O these men p;(re and able when placed in 
offics f ' To which Frftnklin at onco responded : 

LimUcd tejinrei), short petiods in qff/xe, and imme- 
diate accountability to the people." Thia wan Do- 
mocracy in tho dayo of Jcfforeon, Frflnklin, and 
Jookaoo. OontraBt it with tho Democracy of 
Jamea BuchRoaa and tho sO'callod Dcmoortttic 
party of 1860, and tell nw if tho doctrines of 
ftQcioat Federalism nnd tho teachings of tho 
Adminiotrrttion party to-day aro iaot idontioal V 
'^Tot bocanso, as iadlTidnals and oa a party, we 
will a^it cease to v^.nerato tho teachtrig ond bo 
gqidcd by tho advice of tho BepublicanB of tho 
]le701ntioc, bdt choOoO rather to carry out in tho 
ndlmiaistratiOQ of tho Qovemment their convic- 
tiona, wMch arc also our own, wo are denounced 
as faithless to tho Oonstitation and tho Union, 
by a class interest, who, by diplomacy and 
stealth, have obtained complete ascendency in 
the old Democracy; who, though clinging to the 
laamo, have changed its mission and purpose 
frcm ono of rcpublicanistr. and liberty to one 
of despotism and slavery. Mr. Chairman, this 
class interest have for years been as dominant 
in the Government ad they sro to-day in the old 
Democratic party; and so accustomed have they 
become to dictating to, and exacting obedience 
of, their Northern allies, that they are not a little 
discomfited in finding that the members of tho 
Bepublican party ure made of sterner stuff, and 
that all Northern people are not such as Ran- 
dolph described those to bo who defended the 
institutiora of human slavery. 

8ir, I come not hero as the representative of a 
class interest, much less to be dictated to and 
told what niy eonstltutioQi^ obligations are by 
the representatives of such an interest. I come 
as the representative of a tree people, who are 
a3 loyal to the Oonstitation md the Union as 
tiie B&me number of citiseos in any other State, 
or ia any Corv^es:3ioaal district of the Confede- 
racy — a constitueficy who trill exact of any man 
ffhom they commission to represent tbem upon 
this Qooti not only fidelity to the Constitution 
and the ilnlon, but, abovo all, fidelity to free- 
dom— >a constituency who 1^111 demand tbat no 
act or voto of their Representative ehall bo cir- 
camscribed by the narrow bounds lhai limit 
the geo^phV^al division of coaaties which 
make np bis Congrcsaional district; but that in 
eveiy vote hs gives liero h© will seo to it that 



(oquftl ond oxmt juoticD ia withhold from no 
locality or &lato in t^o 0nion. With thlo view 
of my duty, uir, and tho obllgfttiona I nfjsumcd 
when tho batti of ofllco wau adminlolorod to mo, 
I cnnnot, and will not, knowingly give nny voto 
that will impair or doDtroy tho conslitntional 
righta of a oinglo individual, much 1cm of oov- 
oroign Statcn. Although I nm thus national, 
find represent n conotituoncy who nro equally 
national And conservative in their vlowo, yet I 
am denounced, and tho parly to which I bdonc: 
is dononnccd, aa hootilo to tho Union. Sir, li 
deny it. Never has there a Ilopublican uttered 
ft dionnton contimont on this floor or olaowhflro ; 
and no Republican has either proposed or givotn 
ft voto for nny moasuro, hero or olncwhcro, that 
would not havo commanded the cordial support 
of Washington and Jofforoon, ond tho early 
fathers of tho Republic. But wo aro also de- 
nounced as a coctional party ; ond this cbargo 
of Boctionalinm hm been made, and so persist- 
ently made, by tho Adminiotratioa party, both 
North antj South, that some pooplfi in. the coun- 
try net an if they believed it ; and by no ono has 
this charge been made with raoro vchemonco 
than by Mr. DonoLAa himself. 

In tho Illinoio campaign of 1858, thia was tho 
staple of Mr. DonaLAo'a Bptechcs ; and Mr. Lin- 
coln, our present gallont standard-bearer; in ono 
of his masterly answers to Mr. Douglab, after 
replying to ond refuting tho charga, made tho 
following remarkable prediction, which has been 
fully realized by tho action of tho Charleston 
Convention : 

" T ask hla [Mr. Donouifl's] attontloD , also, to tbo fact, that by 
tho riilo or naUonallly,ho isulniscirn^stbccoiningaocUoual. I 
ask bis attention to tho Tact, that bis speeches would tiot go 
as current now, south cf tho Ohio river, as they havo form- 
erly gono tUoro. I ask his attcntiou Ui tho fact, tlmt bo falici- 
tatcs hImsoSf to-rtay , that all tJio Democrats of tbo f roo States 
aro agroelnj{ vritb him. If bo has not thought of this, I com. 
mond to bis consideration tho cvlUonco of bisown declaration, 
on this day, of bis becoming Bcctional too. I soo it rapidly ap- 
proaching. Wbatovor may bo tho result cf this ephemeral 
contest between Judge DouctAS and myself, I sco tho dajr 
rapidly oppraiohing vrhm bis pill of Becliocalism, which bo 
h;i3 been thrusting down the t hroata of !5opublicans for years 
past, will bo crowded down his cwn throat." 

But it has been claimed that we were a sec- 
tional party, because we had no representative 
of the Republican party on this floor from a 
alavcbolding State, while the Adminisfratior. 
party have a few allies from the free States. 
Let mo say, in all fairness, to Southern gentle- 
men, that if tho Northern Representatives on 
this floor, who support this Administration^ 
openly avowed tho pro-slavery doctrines in their 
own States which are daily uttered here by four- 
fifths of their party, without rebuke from them, 
tho places " which now I;now them would know 
them QO more forever." A majority of those 
who ore now upon this floor from tho North, 
claiming affiliation with the eo-callcd Democratic 
party, obtained their places by as impassioned 
appeals to tbo people in favor of free institutions 
and fres States aa was ever made by Republi- 
cans, and by insisting that they were not only 
hostile to slavtity extension, but that they wero 
even better friends of freedom than tho trtost 
ultra members of tbo Republican parly. But 
let me add, farttier, that if the Republicans, asd 



thopo oppofHcrt to filurrry im tho froo Suten, wcjq 
to forbid, by law and by mob violence, an Southern 
Gtivtflo liavo donp, tlio froo oxorcioo of Uio elect- 
ive fmncUioo, and ilio diBcuKofon, cither. through 
tho propu or on tho ot«mp, of tJio principlon of 
tijo BO-cnIIcd Democratic party, you would not, 
have, to-day, an ally upon 'ihio floor, except, 
pcrhap.i, from ono or two (iiotrictg, in ail tho 
Northern States. Only bccauBO of thia tolera- 
tion and rcBpect for the constitutional obligft- 
tiono which aro bindin.j alike upon pvcry State, 
are thertj ftny oupportcra of. tho Adminiotrntion 
party upon thia floor from tho entire North. If 
thp oamo oyfltcfli of tyranny and torronom pre- 
vailed against tho minority In tho frpo States 
that in tho Southern States io nnivorenl towards 
UB, no Chief Mogiotrnto could again, bo elected, 
rcpro-'enting tho epocial intorcot of a Dcctionni 
pftity, i^B \?nB done in 18D0. 

It L"? only our toleration of tho freedom of 
Bpcech nsd of tho press that, pcrmita oven tho 
eiiitenco of ii party to-dr»y simong as, which, m 
the name of Democracy, Bonds HeproBentativcs 
hero who covertly support, apologise for, and 
defend, iho most extravagant demands of tho 
slave power. Vet tho cbKrgo is made, and rfi- 
peatcd. Again and ntgoin, upon thlc floor, that 
wo aro not only a sectional party, but that wo 
disregard and trampio upon tho Oonstitution 
which wo aro sworn to support. I ask gentle- 
mon to nioko their charges moro specific, and 
not to deal so indiscriminately iu goneralities. 
1 ask them to point out tho proposed policy, or 
any vote that has been given by the Represonta- 
lives of tho Republican party, as a body, in this 
House or in any Congress since tho Republican 
party was organi:.5ed, that is violative of any of 
the constitutional rights of any section of the 
Union, I know of no vote they have given, or 
of any proposition they have made, that would 
BOt httve commanded tha support of Washington 
and Franklin, of Jof and Jefferson, of Adams 
and Madison ; and i am content to follow in the 
footsteps of fiuch men, and accept their interpret- 
ation of the GonstitntioQ, rather than the Eo-call- 
ed intsrpretation of tho Supreme Court. Sir, in- 
discriminate, wholesale charges, such .as have 
been repeated with so much vehemence upon 
this floor, come with a poor grace from the Rep- 
resentatives of States that openly trample upon 
and disregard not only the plainest provisions of 
the national Constitution, bnc the obligations 
due from the citizens of one civilized country to 
the citizens of another. 

The Coostitntion guaranties tho freedom of 
speech and of the press, and provides expressly 
that " ths citizens of each State shall be entitled 
to all tke privileges and immunities of citizens 
in the several States ; " and are not these plain 
provisions of the Constitution daily violated 
throughout the entire South 7 Can a citizen of 
any State speak or publish the sentiments of 
Washington and JeSersoa end Henry upon th^ 
quedtion of slavery iu the Southern States ? Can 
he even reside in or pass throngh those States, 
and be free fcoin danger of personal violence at 
the hands of infuriated mobs? The history, of 
the country for the post few years givea s fall 



annwor lo tho qj,icBtion. In many of th<j Statca, 
tijo; povoroijt Jogio)a||vo cnnctmcntn Imvo bcon 
patiBcd nj^alnfiit the liberty of opccch and of tho 
prons ; tho , l/nltodi Statos mailB nro evon rifled, 
and private .corrcHpondcnco oubjcciod to a ccn- 
florchlp not tolerated 'n tho monarchic^ of Eu- 
rope. Stfttca .that were most violent in their 
hoRlUUy to tho alien and sedition lawn havwj 
by a strange combination of events, become tho 
enactors of ccdition lawn thcmselvcB, nnd roob 
violence has become m common that it ia now 
regarded m the Bcttlcd policy of the domioant 
party In tho South, wherever they havo the nu- 
merical force thus to punish and ovonvwo their 
political opponents. 

But not only are tho plaijaost provisionB of tho 
national Constitution thus violated, nnd tho 
comity duo from one S'nt* to another, nnd from 
the citizen of ono State to tho citizen of another, 
disregarded, but lawo arc absolutely passed ma- 
king odious discriminations in favor of pcreono 
who aro not citizens of the United Stales. Thuo, 
If a citizen of Massachusetts or New York flail 
into Charleston or New Orleans, having on board 
colored pcreonB, who are free, nnd, by the lawn 
of the States named, are cUizens, they aro anb- 
ject to police regulations whoso eevcrity has no 
parallel in any civilized nation on the face ^;f tho 
earth. This is where they are citizens of oaoof 
tho Statea of tho Confederacy, and have a <;:00'' 
stltutlonal guaranty for protection. A spewtWi 
provision is made, however, to cjiempt all color- 
ed persons who arc subjects of Great Britain and 
France, and perhaps otuer foreign Governments. 
Thus an odious and unconstituilonal distinction 
Is deliberately made against our own citizea^i, 
and in favor of the citizens of foreign nations. 
But, worso th^n this, unconstitutional onoct- 
ments are passed ftad enforced, which consiga 
free citizens of tho Northern States, guilty of no 
crime, to hopeless slavery. The laws of Con- 
gress, made in conformity with our treaty stipu- 
lations a'nd tho enllghtCDed sentiment of the 
civilized world, punishing the African slave 
trade as piracy, are openly disregarded, and the 
power of the r<ational Government declared to 
be impotent; and yet scarcely a speech is made 
upon this floor by members from these States in 
which they do not proclaim their devotion to 
law cud order, the decision of courts, and their 
fidelity to the Constitution and the Union, which 
simply means obedience to such laws as they 
desire enacted, submission to such decisions of 
courts as they can dictate, and fidelity to the 
Constitution and the Caion so long only as they 
are intrusted by the people with the administra- 
tion of the Gover^iment and the interpretation of 
the Constitution. When this ceases, as I trust 
andbeUeye it will on the 4th of March, 1861 j 
their fidelity to law will cease, their love of the 
Union wUl cease, and their new'born veneration 
for that "au^rust tribunal" of which we have 
beard so.muchof latc~tho Supcsme Court — will 
also cease ;, and they will be, if their threata are 
to be put into ezecutiou, in open rebeUion agoinst 
the Government, .fiiid enemies of the Constitution 
and the Union. . 

But, Mr. Chaiman, it is also charged that be» 



'cm^&, m ft iihvUyf TrtJ &ro bi'tltrOUb'ittd' tlj'6 (>xtoti(- 
dlttiCntul )nhtl6ri(lli?irtti6A df iiliivt^r^^ in'tlio Bopuli- 
llc, ftrid condomii thtf ihhrtmnn Iftwn, oltiacttW for 
tho ntftfolohrtncd nnti potpcfcuitji' of thftt' inoMtUi 
tioM, WO nlust bf riocJdOiiilj^ favor tho «(iuftHty of 
tW(j liogrtt xAod \trith 6ur own, and Aotilt'o to oCo 
tHom intoranairy «nd bocoiuo ohb i)obt)lo. , BIr, 
tliiln cry of "hcgro equality" lo rtbout nil' tho 
nrgumbUt itlow loft tho Nortliottt nlHoa of tho 
elavo pb\ror, to ho uood in tho ffcO Statoa ih thoSr 
mppOalB to thoh' conotitUontsi when jubtifyiog 
thoraBolvOB for tho eupport thoy ilinifdrmly give 
tho olftV^o Intciroot in OongtcaB; 

Now, cir, ^<rhft't aro tho fitcta oil thia point of 
nogro cquc^Uty ? Firat, tho Il«pTHfalictin party op» 
pogo tho farther oproad of oliavcry tind tho in- 
croaab of political power in tho hundd of slavohold-' 
6ro, bccouab thiiy boliovo tho olialnvemont of oho 
human being by another, or of ouo raco by an- 
other, to bo ono of tho greatest wrongs that man 
or Government 6an inflict. They do not dcairo 
to BOO thia Government in tho handa of men who 
will UBO it to flivor aiid otrongthen such a policy, 
iljocond, thejr belief o tho cnslavembht of any race 
by nnbthcr, ibjurca the race who enalavea, na 
WbU tta 'their victims; and that the contact of 
any free poopio with slaves demoralizes abd de- 
graded the free people. In aupport of thia propo* 
oitibn, I appeal to tho history of tho world for 
0ix thoudand years to sustain mo. But if all tho 
paat were a blank ; if all history was silent, and 
fiiavery was unknown to man until the inaugu- 
ration of thia Government, and all we know about 
it and its blasting and blighting effects was what 
we have learned, by sad experiencej in tho Uni- 
ted States, I think, even here, we would hiave 
just cause to desire not only its exclusion from 
all new States and Ten-itories, but its final ex- 
tinction on every foot of soil Over which obr 
national Gonstitntion extends. This' was the 
hope, the expectation, and the prayer, of the 
illustrious men who achieved our independence 
and made our Constitution. 

Sir, the charge of " negro equality" and " amal- 
gamation" comes with a very bad grace from 
either the Northern or Southern wing of this 
pro-elavery party ; and, in order that I may not 
be misquoted and misunderstood in what I pro- 
pose to offer on this point, let me say, right here, 
that while I shall condemn in unmistakable 
terms the institution of slavery as a social and 
political system, and the crime of amalgamation, 
which is inseparable from it, I exempt, with pleas- 
ure, from any sweeping denunciations which I 
may make, thousands of good and tree men, who 
find themselves born to this inheritance, and 
whose whole lives give assurance to the world 
that their hearts are better than the system. In- 
trust a class of men in any society or Govern- 
ment with absolute power over a servile race, 
and the bad men will not only use it and abuse 
It, as I ohalt show, but, by their clamorous cry 
of danger to th'fr' State, will perpetrate and give 
Banction to outrages that good and true men will 
bo powerless to prevent. It is not that Soufheri 
men and slaveholders are worse than other men, 
but because they ore no better, that it is unsafe, 
if it were not in itself an indefensible wrong, to 



iutn^Qt thorn xcilh absoluto jftmor ov'or any patt 
of the human raco. 

And now, air, whht mt iho practical cffocto of 
olftvory, tifj e*hibltad in tlio >Vorlclng out of thio 
mucli-tnikcd-of and univbroftlly-donounccd no- 
gro equality and ninalgiimation of tho racoa? 
Hiia not olftvory cormptfsd tho blood, to eny noth- 
ing of tho morals, of milliona In tho South? If 
it 'has not, whence opring the octoroons, tho 
qUndroona, ftnd tho myriuda v.-bo are tingod with 
tho blood bP tho donxlp'^iiit, rnco, in ovory South- 
ern State ? Sir, it is in tho land of olavcry you 
must look for nmalgftmftiion, and that torriblo, 
degrading', negro equality, which is inseparablo 
from Buch amalgftmatioh. But for a negro equal- 
ity all over tho South that mnat bo nameless 
hofo, there would bo no bluo-cybd, ligbt^hairod 
Octoroono, the children and dcacondant? of Afri- 
can slavca, in every Southern city, and in every 
neighborhood, appealing to tho liberal, as wo 
000 them almost daily hero in this capital, asking 
for aid to purchaso thoir right to that which 
God gave not only them, but to all tho human 
rftbo, tho right tb themselveg. Sir, than Mormon 
pblygamy, about which oven Southern Ilepre- 
aentatives profess tO'bo so shocked, this crime of 
Southern amalgamation is worse; for while tho 
Mormon system is voluntary, and must bavo tho 
sanction of a public church ordinance, and tho 
full and unqualified assent of the firat Wife, and 
tho children bo entitled to all tho rights of pro- 
tection and property which arc secured to the chil- 
dren of tho first marriage, this Southern system 
ia an involuntary, forced, and revolting concu- 
binage, from which there is no escape, if the 
victim desires it, there being no law to punish 
the aggressor. And, sir, tho offspring of this 
criminal negro equality are slaves. If there were 
laws to punish such crimes, tho testimony of 
slaves could not with safety be admitted ; for if 
such were the case, and the penalty attached 
should be, as it ought to be^ the liberation of all 
slave children whose fathers were white men, 
together with their mothers, then Wilmot pro- 
visos would be unnecessary, and further opposi- 
tion to slavery would be a useless occupation 
with the people of the North. The institution 
would fall by the fascinating graces and seduc- 
tive power of these black dulcineas, fay whose 
irrisistible charms the aristocracy and plebeians 
of the South alike appear to be captivated. 

Sir, it is only in the land of slavery where this 
crime is tolerated. There it is nnrestrained. 
There alone it is cherished ; and if slavery con- 
tinues, it must become universal, blighting and 
corroding the life-blood of the nation, by eradi- 
cating from the heart of man all love for his own 
offspring, and filling the laud with slaves who 
are the children of the dominant race. How 
frightful has been the progress and increase of 
this desolating and destroying evil ! Sir, do you 
suppose there is one Southern State, nay, one 
Congressional district in all the slave States oi 
this Union, in which slaveholders do not own 
and sell their own children ? where they do not 
see them toil daily beneath tho lash of a task- 
master, and see them driven in cofiSe gangs to 
the Southern raarket^their eons to the sham- 
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leg, nnd' iMW (IrtliBhtfira tit lllG'hijlId of BoxilU- 
rii clUci)? BiU It' mliy, rirtd ptobiibly will, 
Ifiiihcd that, thoao ocloroono linil quailr6ono nro 
ot Iho childron of tlio mnotcrfl, but thoy aro llio 
hililrnn of tbo poor Whitoo. I cnro rtot, Mr. 
lliiiirnirtn, wboao thoy may bo ; IhO fact of thoii* 
tiBlcnco la ovidcnco of tho cthilo ; and tho 
jrtliorftict that tho Iftw-miikora, who arc alwUyti 
lavdioldero in nil tho Southern 3tttt<!B, do not 
funish tho crime by law, aa thoy Would if thoy 
losirod to roatrain it, ia coriainly a circumotanco 
sot very favorable to their own innocence. 

Sik-, go into any colored church in any South- 
:m city, and a majority of tho aiidicnco will bo 
)ftlio mixed race, many of thtm so white that it 
joiild require a close inspection to detect that 
lioy were tinctured with negro blood. 

Sir, how long do you suppose thio mixed race 
yill remain in Bervitudo without a otrugglo for 
:|ieir freedom V It in impoeaiblo that it should 
)i) long, for many of thom to-day aro conceded 
0 bo smarter than their reputed fathers. If this 
iDrcstrained Southern' negro equality is to bo not 
)nly continued, but encouraged, a hundred years' 
rill not elapse — if the importation of fresh Afri- 
!ans can be effectually stopped — before the last 
inraised African slave will have disappeared bo- 
orc this bleaching process of Southern amalga- 
sation. In forty years there will bo over ten 
nillion slaves and free colored people in the 
mscnt slave States, if they continuo to increase 
in the same ratio that thoy have dono for the past 
lixty years. At a moderate estimate, five mll- 
ioa will then be of the mixed race, many of 
hem so white, as advertisements for runaway 
liares often inform us is the case now, that 
'they would readily pass for white persons." 
ia fifty years more thoy will have increased, iat 
ihe same ratio, to at least thirty million, and the 
mmixed Africans can be easily counted. In 
less than one hundred years from to-day, the 
ilaVe population will have increased to near forty 
Billion, numbering about eighty to every elave- 
iolder, and almost, if not qttii^e, half of these 
Jlaveswill be so white that they cannot be distia- 
gdshed from white persons. How long, I again 
isk, can such a servile population of forty mil- 
lion be kept in Bubjectiou by less than half & 
miliion masters ? 

Sir, if 80 great and good a man as Wesley 
;6iild denounce this institution to the Christian 
ieople of the world as " the sum of all villain- 
es," I, who have witnessed some of its brutal- 
ity and felt its tyranny, may, without improprie- 
iy, pronounce it, as I now do, to be the sum of 
ill barbarisms, for whose continuance and fur- 
.her spread over the Territories of the nation 
.he people of the United States, both North and 
South, will be held responsible in history and 
3eforeG6d. 

Sir, no lover of bis country an*^ the human 
[acc can contemplate this picture without la shud- 
ier. And because the Republican party are op- 
josed to amalgamation, and what is called "nei 
fro equality," they are opposed to the extension 
ind perpetuity of slavery in the Government, 
fad favor, as Jefferson did, the etfiaacipatton and 
sjjaratiOQ of the races. And I am satisfied that 



oho of ibo mrtflt fonijiblij rthd Rlafetlcnl plhnd (Jii.q;- 
gostod Ibr t!io oopar/\li6ifi .of tlicpo races io i<,} 
purchase territory in Central or' South Amorlca, 
tig proposed by lion, V. P. Hlair, jun.,of MlBsonri. 
In npcakinfj of thin nUbjc'.ct bofdrt the MclrCantllo 
Library AaBOCiation of Oliicinilatl, in Novembcf, 
185!), Mr, Blair said : 

" It if) ll>ln moo of moil ir> wliom I vVonlrt pxlond our I Awn. 
our power, rrnd our InHuoncc, to tho tropics of Aniorlcii,nti({ 
itiiiko id; wc.alili ti ll)uUiry in our cominoroo, roiiiilllnR im n 
llioiinaiid lold lor cvory Hiicrlflco it would cohI; oxpliilinK ttio 
error of tlioir ciin!.iVoincinl by KH-iuR Iho rtifranclilHnd l)OUd- 
mon rroo lioinBotoiulB (ind free (;(tvcrninoiit ; romovlnp; IVoni 
our midnl tlio prollllc ciuir.o ol' l)luorncfiri bctwocii broibron; 
, briifihliif; iiwiiy an iiiiiUlullou wljofjo iniill{j;n In/lncnco I)riii(5a 
(l<!iiioIntion wUcrovcr it In Wiihd ntid avcri({08 tho vVroitR dona 
to ttio HUbJuct race by ibo ovll it inflictu upon tho wrona 
Uocr." 

This was Gubstantlaliy tho theory of Mr. Jef- 
ferson. Ho believed, as tho Republican party 
believe, that this plap wotild give practical effect 
to tho truo theory of x)ur Government. 

In a letter to Mr. Sparks on this subject, ho 
says: 

" Tho Gccond object, and tlio most inioreatlnB to na, ni? 
coming Iiomutoour pliyojisii.l and moral charcctors, to our 
happiness and sarcly, 13 to provide fin asyhnn, to which w.o 
can, by doRredfl/Eoud tbo wholb'dl" that popnlntlon (tho no- 
grocjj) From among us, and csuiblilvU theni under our patron- 
ttgo and. protoclion, us a sopnrato, frco, and Indopcndcut 
people, in soino country and climate frioudly lo Uumaa lifo 
and liappinosa." 

And again, when urging a similar proposition 
upon the attoniion of tho Legislature of Virginia, 
he says : 

"It has, however, been found that tho public mind would 
not yet bear tho pronosition, wr will it even at this day ; 
yet tho day la not far distant when it innst bear it, jxiid adopt 
it, or worsb will follow. Nothing is more certainly written 
■ in tho book of CuXo, than that these people [tho negroes] aro 
1 to bo free ; nor is it less pjrtain that tho tw.) races, equally 
'frco, cannot live in thesano Government. N:iture, habit, 
(jpiniouj havo drawn indelible lines of Uistinotion between 
them. It is Btill in our iwwer to direct tho process of eman- 
eipaiioii and dcporlcUion, am\ in such slow degreo as that tho 
evil will wear off insensibly, and their place bo, par ipiissti, 
tilled up by free white liiborers. If, on the contrary, it 13 
lefe to force itself on, human naturo must shudder at tho 
prospect held up. Wo should look in vain for an example 
in the Spanish deportation or deletion of tlie Moors." 

In a letter to Mr. Coles, he said : 

'" Yet'thft hOQr of emancipation is advancing iii the tnarch 
of time. It will come ; and whether brcghl on by the gen- 
erous energies of onr own minds, or by tho bloody process 
of St: Domingo, excited and 'conducted by the power of our 
present enemy, if once stationed permanently within our 
coanff y, aad ofl'ering asylum and arms lo tho oppressed, is -a 
leaf of our history not yet t.irned over ' ' 

But, sir, notwithstanding all that has been 
said and written, and all that is being said and 
written on this subject, to induce the slave power 
to pause and take a practical view of this sub- 
ject, they not only refuse, but rush madly ou, 
disregarding alike the teachings of the fathers 
and the warnings of history. And to-day they 
claim that^ slavery is a benefit to the country, 
and a blessicg to the slave and master, as well 
as to the non-slaveholding whites. Senator 
Hammond, the leader of tho South Carolina oli- 
garchy, in speaking .of the manner in which the 
poor Whites of that State obtained a subsistence, 
a year or two since, did not draw quite sa flat- 
tering a picture of their happy condition as has 
besa done by Southern members on this floor. 
Mr. llAMUO.VD says : 
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" Tlwy (Uio poor whltonj obtain ft procarlcran mibnloUinco 
tiy occft3l"iml jol)B. l)y hUiiUtiff,' by (IrthliiK, l)y pliitKtcrliifc 
K'.'ld,') or foUIfi, •utt'.f too oflon bj'- wliAt in In cnbol/i fii.r 
ffortto— trndlnr: wUIi nlavott, and noihicliijj; tbom to plnnclur 
\)rth()lrboncllt.", 

And yofc wo nro told Umt Ihia io ft dcoirnblo 
condition of oooioty, f\nd tlmt olavo n.nd poor 
white aliko nro oatisficd with it. In opoaking of 
th},a onbjcct, ono of the honoyablo morabora from 
South OarolintN, in a apooch delivered before tho 
oiganizntion of tho Houao, boasted not only of 
tho hnppincQH of tho peoplo, but of tho contont- 
mont and fidelity of tho olavcn to their masters, 
aa also of tho loyalty of tho poor whitcB of tho 
South to tho in'atitution of Blavery ; and Btr.t<^fl 
that, out of n largo number who volunteered to 
go to Virginia and aid Governor Wise during 
tho John Brown troubles, but fivo or six wore 
clavoholdcra, and instanced this fact na proof of 
their loyalty. If it bo truo that they aro thus 
loyal — and I do not intend 1,o controvert tho fact 
aa stated — why is it that this class of poor whites 
aro not permitted to read whatever they may pre- 
fer to read, ns tho slaveholders do themselves? 

I will Ray nothing aboutfJSho penal enactments 
prohibiting, by fine^ tho lash, and imprisonment, 
nny and all classes of persons, white or colored, 
whether Christian or not, from teaching their 
Slaves to read or write; for auch laws are in- 
separablo from tho system. It is well known 
lhat tho loyalty of the slaves can only bo de- 
pended on while they are deprived of the powci' 
of communicating with each other. But if tho 
poor whites aro loyal, why are they also pro- 
scribed ? Why are they deprived of the pleasure 
and profit which they would derive from reading 
that stanch old Democratic paper, tho New York 
Eoening Post ? or that invaluable paper, the New 
York Tribune? or that first of all religious jour- 
eals, the New York Independent ? Why is it that 
they aro forbidden to read such a book as Uaele 
Tom's Cabin, pr the Octoroon, or any paper, 
whether -Eepublicac or independent of party, 
that is unfriendly to slavery, or even to receive 
and read private letters from the free States, un- 
less first subjected to a censorship by the priv- 
ileged class ? There can be but one answer to 
these questions ; and that is, a distrust on the 
part of the ruling class of the fidelity of the poor 
whites, and fear of. their political power, should 
they unite, as they might do, and, at any time, 
take possession of all the Southern State Gov- 
ernments, and administer them for the benefit of 
the whole people, instead of permitting them to 
be administered, as they are to-day, exclusively 
for the benefit of a class interest. 

It appears, from the facts elicited during the 
extraordinary discussion which was indulged in 
•here by Southern Representatives before the or- 
ganization, that many of them bad read and exam- 
ined with care, some two years ago, this incendiary 
Helper book. Now, if they had the right to pos- 
seso and read such books end papers, why have 
not their constituents, the poor whites, ihe same 
right, by whose votes most of these gentlemen 
come here, for they constitute a majority of the 
electors ia all tho Southern States? Sir, there 
are reasons, and good reasons, why they should 
not, if the policy of the privileged class is to be 



Bwntftlnod nnd continued. Tho poor whilea < 
tho South, in whoso hando, if united, rooidpo tl! 
political power, munt bo Iwpt divided, na thrj 
aro to-day ; and in order to keep tliom nucccpo 
fully divided, and fighting their ouppoDcd cnmi 
tho froo negro, and Ihooo who favor tho prohibl. 
tion of slavery in tho Territories, thoy muet 
kept in ignorance, Ilcnco, all that vma cnid, 
and BO vchoraontly eaid, in denunciation o[ 
Ilolpor and hia book, wao ''aid, not because il 
was an appeal to tho slaves or free colored peo: 
plo to rise in rebellion, but becauso its argu. 
roontn and appoala were addressed to tho pmir 
whites of tho South by ono of tUcir own number, 
Mr. PriyoR, of Virginia, in speaking of the ohiir. 
actcrlBticB of Helper's book, said : 

" What !b tho charnctcrlntlc fonturo of that work f Somo 
Kontlemoii liavo etAtcU tlint thoy hiivo not road it. I (iav«! 
reatl it, and read it Bomo two ycara ago. Thc.'jo gontlomm 
who have signed It tell nn that thoy novnr paw It. 1 hivij 
read it, and kr.ow ull about It : and let mo toll you whalth,} 
charactorlBtlc diGtiuclion and fcaturo ol' that work ij ; Ictmt 
Inform tho candiUalo for Spfcakor upon tho other Bido of the 
lIouso,[Mr. SiiEitMAN,! whoB&emB ignorant of tho prodnclidn 
which ho cndorBcs. It is not tlwt tho author proposes tb« 
tho North BhaU como down in un avalancho of Invasion, and 
doBtroy tho tio that eubaists between the HlavO and tho mm! 
tor. No, sir : that Is familiar talk. Nor ia It tUo literary 
execution of tho work; for I never read ft book which fc 
more focblo in conception and inartistic in execution. It;j 
unworthy of respectable criticism." ♦ * • 

" Bat the peculiarity of that book wag, that Mr. Holpcr.fof 
tho flrBt time in the history of this country, had invokci) 
v/itU all tho power of passion, with all his limited rosourw 
of rhetoric, THE NON-SLyiVEIIOLDERS OF THE SOUTH 
TO RISE IN REBELLION AtiAINST THE SLAVEHOLDEIia 
That was tho pccuUar merit of his book. , 

" Now, tho candidate for Speaker upon the other Eido (Ur, 
SnESMAN] told us yesterday explicitly, and cited his politlctl 
record oa 'proof of it, that ho would not iirgo tho FoderJ 
Government, nor tho people of tho North, to interfere wili 
the relations of master and slave. I tell him now, ngait, 
that that is not the characteristic of tho book." 

Here, sir, is disclosed the real point of dangei 
to the ruling class of the South — the fear of* 
rebellion on the part of those whom theynoff 
claim as loyal subjects. A rebellion, sir. Gas 
a people, from whom all political authorily 
emanates in a Republic, be classed as rebel^ 
for desiring to change, in a peaceful and coDr 
stitutional manner, their law-makers? If npii 
from whose rule is it feared they will rebel! 
Their own rule ? No, sir ; but a " REBELLIOI 
AGAINST THE SLAVEHOLDERS," says Mf 
Pbyoe. This is tho fear, this the danger, thf 
bare contemplation of which makes all slave- 
dom mad. This is the power before which tliej 
tremble; and well they may, for, despite theii 
sedition laws and prisons and mobs, the time ii 
coming when God's tiuth cannot longer be fihul 
out from the minds and hearts of the noQ' 
slaveholders and poor whites; and when tha 
time comes, their power shall again be felt, ant 
their voices again be heard in these Haljs ii 
defence of liberty, where now are only heard th( 
voices of the represaitatives of a class interest 
defending and justifying slavery. 

Sir, I look upon tho loyalty of the slave ta (i 
suspicious kind of loyalty, where it is necessa.'j 
not only to keep them in ignorance, but subjed 
to the most rigorous laws and inhuman physid 
punishments, in order safely to keep them in anj 
kind of subjection. And I think the loyalty, o; 
the poor white man equally oncertain, wh?? 



Iicio J() no Dafoly or oocnrity that ho v4ll not 
\)in()lno fipdinot you, unlooo you fjhut out from 
tla mlnrl ami conocionco till ftrffumcnto in lliiiror' 
ifjuntico, nnd mil iippciila to liis hiiniiinUy. With' 
iMS kind of cciiaorslup, with thlo Icind of doini- 
Ention, witli thia kind of doopotisni, arc tUc 
ilftvsu ivnd tho poor \vhil;c3 of the Sor.lh ii.iko 
iimdo loyal, Tho poor whit'W of Poland /itid 
lluugfvryn.ro also called loyal by th(i Kmporor 
If Austria. Tho poor wlii'tOB of Franco aro 
tiillcd loyAl by tho usnrpor of iho 2d of Dcccm- 
bor. Tho poor whites of tho South iiro cn.n()d 
iijytl because of their obedience to the maudalea 
()f Uio rulinti; class ; and thoy may bo, and I be- 
iiofO thoy are, to-day, moro loyal «hftn tho poor 
whites of tho European despotisms to which I 
tavo referred. They ling the chains that drag 
i\m down, and volunteer with alacrity to eacri- 
ilco their lives at tho bidding of this privileged 
pidss. Tho slave interest intend to keep them 
ioyiil; and in order to bo doubly sure that they 
jiiaU remain so, their school bcoka for what 
[iff schools thoy have, iheir literature, their 
pi^iitical journals, their so-called religious pc- 
[iodicals and Christian teachers, aro permitted 
li) t^lk and preach and pray — if at all about 
Jlwery — only in favor cf its divinity and its 
blcEaing, within tho henring of the slaves and 
poor whites .alike. This is tho kind of loyalty 
that can bo found in despotisms only; the kind 
of loyalty which you exact of your Northern 
allies. It is the kind of loyalty, let me assure 
fatf, which cannot flourish in tho free States,; 
sad I do not believe it can eaduro many years 
iB thi) slave States. 

'£n end will and must come to such despotism, 
peaceably and constitutionally, I hop 5; but it 
ffill come. No human hand can stay it. No 
Government ever has existed permanently, or 
mt can remain stable, that tramples deliberate- 
ly and with impunity upon the rights of humanity 
M the laws of God. While 'I cannot adopt, to 
& fullest extent, the declaration of the great 
Msh liberator, " that no revolution was worth 
& drop of human iZoorf"— because that would 
be 8 condemnation of our own Revolution, and 
k ail just revolutions — yet I can. say, with aU 
liiy heart, that I desire a revolution of peace ; but, 
peaceable or bloody, I believe, with Jefferson, that 
it will come. The inillions of ihe South who are 
iirashed and groaning beneath this despotism — 
I'd pobr whites, as well as the free and slave col- 
llfeS, from the octoroon to tho quadroon and the 
tomixed black, if thero should be any of the 
litter then remaining — will one day be compelled 
strike bands and shake this despotism off; or 
tlse poor whites will first bo disfranchised, then 
toed socially, as they are to-dayj to a great 
jrteat, with the servile race, and at last they 
ihd their children will be melted down in the 
slave population forever. 

\ That this is the ultimate purpose of the ruling 
;Ias3 of the South, may be fairly adduced from 
iiie fact, that they do not hestitate to-day at en- 
ilaving Indians, Mexicans, Chinamen, and even 
Whites of American birth and unmixed blood. 
Governor Hammond, of South Carolina, does not 
arople publicly to denominate free white labbr- 



orn act tho "!\IUD*SILLS OF fJOOIIpTY;)' aud 
moro than twenty ycara hgo annerto Jj 'on tho 
floor of OongiOHu, " thai the iJoulk Had Ian troultltt 
with llieir .slu.ic.i than the North had mlh Jier free 
iaborcrXy ait the records 0/ crimnal jitlitice and 
^hc ncwapapcr acconnln of Korthcrn ,mobn fuUtj 
nhojvcd." Senator AIauok, of Virginia, in nponk- 
ing of tho free States, calls thetn " ocrvlto Slatco,'' 
bocauBO ihclr laborers arc free moh; 1 might 
quote from many loading ruon nnd public spcak- 
cro in tho South, if time would permit, to show 
that these men have no moral or rdigious con, 
victiona against enslaving any r.aco, nnd that, 
having no principles to dotcr them from tho com- 
mission of such' a wrong, all they v/ant,ia tho 
power, and thoy would reduce, without hesita- 
tion, tho entire laboring population of whotovor 
race or color to bondage. 

Twenty-fivo years ago, this anti-Domocratic 
doctrine, justifying tho enslavement of the labor- 
ing man, of r/halevcr ra(io or color, was pub- 
licly proclaimed by many of tho ruling men of 
tho South, of both tho old political parties. Ben- 
jamin Watkias Leigh, a loading Whig statesman 
of Virgiaia, declared, in a speech in tho Virginia 
Constitutional Convention of 1829, (bcforo tho 
nnti-alavery agitation had commenced in tho 
North,) that — 

" Tiioro must bo Borao peasantry as Uio country fills up ; 
thcro miii-l be more — lliut Is, mon who ioml tho liorda und 
dig tho soil, who have neither real nor ptrsonal capital ol 
thoir own, and who oani their breatl by ilio sweat of tboir 
brows. 1 ask gentlemoii to say wliothor. they bcUevo tlioso 
who depend on iliuir labor lor ( heir daily subsistence can 
or ever do, ontor into political afT.iirs? Thoy never do, never 
will, uovor can." 

No distinction of races or color is made here. 
But tho white laborers were especially referred 
to, as the argument was against extending the 
right of suffrage to that class. True, he did not 
then propose to reduce them to chattelhood, but 
it is evident that he regardeti th^pi as belonging 
to the servile population, with no more rights 
than negro slaves. ' 

Mr. Pickens, of South Carolina, in a speech ia 

this House, in 1836, said : 

"Hay down thisproposition as luiivcrsaliy true, that there 
is not, aud never was, a society orgauizjd u.iiorour political 
system for a period long enough to constitute an era, where 
oiieclass would uot, practically aud substantially , own anolher 
class, in some shape or form. Let not gcnJtlemcn f rmn the 
North start at this truth. Wo arc yet ii people in our infancy. 
Society has not yet (icen pressed down to its ciitssifications. 
Lot us live through au era, aud we shall discover this great 
truth. All society settles down into a classification of capi- 
talists and laborers. Tlis former will own tlteilaiter." 

The argument of Mr. Pickens is undoubtedly 
correct, if this Government, by special legisla- 
tion, ia to build up and sustain an oligarchy of 
slaveholders, who own all their laborers. The 
" pressing-down " process to which Mr. Pickens 
refers has been going on at a frightful rate since 
the delivery of this speech. 

Governor McDuffie, of South Carolina, the bo- 
som friend of Calhoun, and one of the most 
distinguished Democrats of that State, in a mes 
sage to the Legislature, in 1836, said, in speak- 
ing of the subject of slavery : 

" No community lias, over existed without it, and wo may 
confidently Mssert, never will. In the very nature ofthinjjs, 
there must bo classes of persons to discharge all (he differ- 
ent otflces of society, from tlie highest to tiio lowest. .Some 
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ofihcno otnoppi nro rcpjunlod nn dogrndlng, thoiiftli ihoy muni 
tv.>rt villi t;Q jiovHimvod. Mtxdn tlu>!(b mnulWd rbrrno of tlo - 
, jicnctont norvlUulo, ■wlilch proJucon ft nonno of Inft-rJorlty on 
tlw finrl iif llwi norvnhtfi. WAcnt fftwc (j/Ticcj nrcpcr/brnwJ fty 
mf:tnbcrt nf ihd pnliliodl communlt;/,a dangcxoui ckmcnt it in- 
iroilruxdin'/itJifdodypolUio. Ilnhco tho nlnrmliiR tflndonoy 
.to violftto Uio riglitn of propnrty hy agrfirlnn Icfilnlutlon, 
wh!r,h In licglunltiH tonmnlfRttitrioiriii Uio older Strtl«f),ic/icrc 
Miiuwial euffrapn prmailn, v/illtimt domalic slmy.ry ; n. tond- 
unoy thttt Svlll irtRroiiBe. ln tho procrcnii of noclcty, with tlio 
InoronnlnR Incaunllly ol wonlilj. No Govornmont to worthy 
tif tlioi numo, lliiit docri not protect tlio rlfiht« ol" properly • 
Rnd ho enlightened people will long (luhmlt to imch n. moclc- 
ory. nonce it in, thiiL In the older countr:cn,dim!ront poUt- 
<C(U ordnrf) nro ofitabllsliea to oCict this indlnfjcnnnblo object, 
and Jt will l»o formnalo for tho non-flliiv (3holdtnf[ Klalcs if they 
arc not, in/ai) t\an a quaticr nf a ccntory, driven to tlio 
ndopllou of ti liimlhir inslltHtlon, or to toko roftigo from rob- 
bery mid Anarchy under a mllltJiry donpotlr.m." * • • 
"In a fwrd, Out instiliUion <if tUvcry supcKal<it tlus necessity 
of an order nobililrt, and tlio other appondngca of a hered- 
itary ByBtom of go vornrnont. If our slavea woro emancipa- 
ted, and wln»\lU)d, V.eachcd or unblcachai, (i. c, wliito or 
colored,) to nn equal participation In our political prlvlloBrs, 
whaf. (V commentary should wo thrnlsh upon tho doctrlnoa of 
tho omnncliwtlonlBlfl, and v/hnt a rovoItinR Bi)ectaclo of re- 
publjciin equality should wo exhibit to tho mockery of tho 
v.-orId I No rational man could consent to llvo in audi a 
Elato of Boclcty, If lie could And a refuge In any other. Z>o- 
nesU'c rlavcry, thorcforo, lnBtcaa«oT being a political evil, Ib 
tUo ooKKBR uroNB OF OUR nEnjnucAw Komca." 

In a work called " Sociology for tho South ; 
or, tho Failtiro of Free Society," published in 
1854, by Mr. Goorgo Fitzhugh, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, may bo found tho following declaration in 
t'oLYOi of whito nlavery : 

"Slavery protects tho weaker momhorsof cocIoty,Juala8 
xlo tlio relations of parents, guardian, and huaband,'and is oa 
ncccsEary, aa natural, and almost oa universal, as those ro- 
lations. • 

<• Teu years ago, wo bocamo satlsflcd that slavery, Mac7i: 
cr toftto, was right and necessary. Wo advocated this doc- 
trine tn very many essays." 

Some three years ago, the Richmond Enquirer, 
then and now one of the leading organs of the 
so-called Democratic party, in discuBsing and 
defending the right to enslave any race, said : 

" VThilo It Is far more obvious that negroes should bo 
slaves than whites—for they aro only fit xo labor, and not 
to direct— j/eJ the principle nf tiavery is itseJ^ right, CTui does 
iMt depend on difference of complcxioK." 

In another article on this eame subject, this 
Democratic (?) paper declared : 

" I^ecd/m, is nolriossible unthoul slavery. Every civil polity 
and every social system implies gr.idation of rank and con- 
dition. In the States nf the South, an aristocracy of white men 
is hased on negro slavery ; and ibe AnSEScas op negro slavery 

■WOUID BE SUPPLIED BY WIUTE »xEX." 

In every slave State, I believe, without excep- 
tion, the fate of all offspring born of the servile 
race is made by statute to depend on the condi- 
tion of the mother. If she be a slave, her chil- 
dren, tbongh white, are also slaves. Tho laws 
and judicial decisions of all the slave States on 
this point are uniform. From this law of the 
slave master there is and can be no escape, to 
the latest genesration. Hence the advocates of 
this sy.slem do not hesit&te to defend the en- 
Elarement of all weak and defenceless races, 
and even boldly to justify tho enslavement of 
whito men. 

This is the logical result of the American slave 
system. If slavery should be confined by law to 
the unmixed African, the slave master under- 
stands that in time, by the mere force of South- 
em amalg(!i.mation, there would come an end to 
tho existence of this institution. To ©void this, 
the slave maoter throws around his victim such 



oafofiuarao in, tho ohapo of loglnlativo onnc 
irionto aa will effectually nocuro to hlmsolf I 
proporl^^, all children born of hia fomalo nlrlviv 
whether they aro whito or colored. ' 

If tho doUbornto intention of slave mnBtn 
in not to reduce to chattoUiood all black nii, 
whito poraono whom they can by nuch lawo mi 
slave, why nro not these barbarou;) otatutoa w 
poalod, and lawo passed making amalgaranttoni 
crime, which nhall punish not only tho wroni 
door, bo ho mastor or not, but which ohall m,j 
tho liberation of all childrnn born of slave mi), 
t hers who havo a "visible admixture-' of whil 
blood in thoir veins, and also tho immediato tit 
conditional freedom of every ouch slave motlicii 

In 1839, Henry Olay delivered a speech in tli 
Senate of the United States, which may bo foum 
in tho Appendix to tho Oougrcaaional Glok 
pago 358, in which ho said : 

" It is frequently asked, wlmt is to become of tho Afrh\> 
race, among usf Aro tlioy lorevor to remain in bondriEof' 

Ho thus answers his own question : ^ 

"Mtiuf; tho nE2roK0.t<;3 of tho two racoa, tho Eumr, 
la consl/ititly, though slowly, galnitif; upon th» Africanm 

* ."In'^oproBrcBaoftlmoiSomoonohundrf 
and uay or two hundred years licnco, but low vosUrojc 
tho black race will remain among ouii poalority." 

In one hundred or one hundred and Qftyyean 
then, according to Mr. Clay, the " black xm' 
will have disappeared before the bleaching pro 
cess of Southern amalgamation, and"our po! 
terity"— tho descendants of slave mothers^ 
though white, and having in their veins the bq 
blood of the dominant race, are not only to n 
main slaves forever, but all laboring men, \^itii 
out regard to color or birth, who can be, are t 
be reduced to chattelhood. And this is to beti 
final consummation of the barbarism of Americoi 
slavery, unless the purposes and policy of tlii 
slave power are defeated by the triumph of 
Republican party. 

And this doctrine of the right to enslave si; 
race has not been, and never will be, repudiate! 
by the present Democratic party in the Sontl 
Mr. Chairman, I ask the honest portion of tfcos 
who, in the free States, brought this Administra 
tion party into power, how mmh longer they in 
tend, by their money and suffrages, to aid 1 
keeping the Government of this country ia thi 
hands of an oligarchy who, in the sacred nam 
of Democracy, preach and practice such despot 
ism as this ? If the independent freemen of tbi 
nation do not rally to the standard of Lincol 
and Hamlin, and give us deliverance this yeai 
then I know not when it will come. I have a 
abiding faith, however, that we shall triumph 
and that the day cannot be far distant when thi 
deliverance, by a popular revolution, mustcomt 
if the enslavement of the poor whites of the Sout 
is to be averted. When it does come, I pm 
Heaven that it may be a revolution of the balloi 
box instead of the cartridge-box — a revolutio: 
which, while it brings deliverance to the slari 
shall "hot blast the land with universal ruia en 
the bloody horrors of a St. Domingo. For amon 
a homogeneous people, of one language, livin, 
under a republican form of Government, whei 
a majority may, if they choose, control, I thinl 
the true way, the surer and better way, to secni 
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ift nbolUioa of a groat wronp:. in to ftpponl to 
0 Ji^jarta Mul conocicncoa of thooo who l»ftVo 
0 cOiuJtitutional power to net, uad whoDO vo5co 
Ind votfia will not bb wanting to occuio Ihio ro- 
ilt. whcn()ver their juclpmontn nre convinced. 
1 \Vhcrcvor thono conalltutjonal righto cannot 
111 enjoyed, n revolution by force la not only in- 
wgponsaVlo, but a duty. For Iho purposq of 
[retting ouch a revolution, with all Ita atlcnd- 
til horrors, the poor wliltca and non-olavohold- 
rt) of t!io South nak for the freedom of opccch 
StiH the proaa, and thd right of tho ballot. But 
(ila la denied thorn in alraoat every Southern 
I'l^o; and not only denied thom, but tho por~ 
Ub of thpeo who ask it, and attempt to oxorclao 
I ftro not oafo from violence ond dcnth. To 
win open and nndiaguiscd violation of tho nu- 
Sjoiitti Conatitution, for which Southern llcpro- 
^(fntfttivoa on this floor profeaa such veneration 
M reverence, may bo added tho violation by 
po class of . all covohants, conipacta, and com- 
Somiooa, with tho people of tho North; and 
pose righta which are more aacred and above all 
f'ompromiaea and Gonstitutiona — tho rights of 
jaamanity— are overywhero within their borders 
dbrcgarded and trartipled in tho dust. Sir, the 
Representatives of this clasa interest, by the aid 
of tbo machinery of a onco groat arid glorious 
pkrty, with tho immense patronage of tho Gov- 
unment in their bands, and by inQammdtory 
ajppeals to tho passions and prejudices of the 
pooplo, have "at last auccecded in lashing tho 
popular mind ic nearly every Southern State 
i9to a furious fanaticism that will not brook 
cjnttol ; and Presidents and Cabinets, tho Na- 
tional Legislature, and even the Supreme Judi- 
ciary, bows to its terrible decrees. He who 
seeks place and power in the ranks of this party 
to-day must ride upon the storm, and add fuel 
to the conflagration already kindled. To no 
elicaction, however monstrous, must he hesitate. 
Prostrate before it, he must bow in humble Bub- 
mission to its despotic authority, and recognise 
ijji wildest claims .to universal domination. No 
MBStitntional provision, however plftutji no 
wmpromise, however eacred; no law, ndwever 
jost; no judicial decision, however venerable, 
QiiBt stand for a moment in its way. He who 
vocld be a successful leader in tbo ranks of this 
ifpsij to-day cannot, if he would, quit this pro- 
il&vcry fanaticism, or secure its submission to 
t^O just requirements of the Constitution. If he 
Rifuae blind and unqualified obedience to every 
;^6inand, however revolting, political ostracism 
is bis fate. If he fail to keep pace with every 
new movement, no matter what may have been 
ibis past services, he will experience the doom 
which, without remorse, was meted out to 
PoDoiiAs at Charleston ; for» whatever may be 
I tbe action of the adjourned session of the rump 
Convention which is to meet in Baltimore on the 
' l8th of June, the well-informed, friends of Mr. 
Douglas admit that politically ho is a doomed 
man; and they may as well admit that, from 
this time forward, every leading man in the 
party is forever doomed who does not give up 
every aspiration for freedom, surrender unre- 
&8fvedly his convictions to the behest of this 



pvlvilcgod claolj, and naO alMiio power and ihflu- 
onco to, oxtofid, and mako permanent hhd nnl- 
vernal, tho innlltutibn of hnman olavcr^.' 

Sir, from Ihia hour Uio iso-calltd Bsniocralle 
party ia dead. Tho diaciwo'of which it died who; 
0<ilhouniom. Tt WiiD attacked witii , tliifl fatttl 
maliidy in 1844, whtn .Tamca K. I*olk V/oa fo'rcod 
upon ftn unwilling people ; and thoiigh tho rank 
and fd'o of tho Northern Democracy hftvo boon 
Blrnggliilg heroically fit'bni that day to thin 
againat tho wiles of ita cunniiig cncmy| their' 
political loadero havo been fako ; and tho otgan- 
iTiation, onco bo powerful, kaa at laat yiold(id to 
tho violence of tho attack at Cljarlcatoti. Tho 
party of Calhoun, which waa ypurhed by.JftCk- 
aon and tho Democracy of lila day, nOir fitftnd 
with defiant foot upon ita riow-madogravio, nhd 
demand tho Burrondcr of (ivcty incnibcr of tho 
old Democratic party in tho Ndrth to' thcso 
Southern usurporo, who, under ah ' allurlni; but 
piratical flag, whereon is' embla^.oncd tho glotl- 
ou8 name " Dkmockaoy," ore fighting agMnat tho 
rights of man and tho liberties of the hunlftiii 
race. 

From this opurioua Democracy, this political 
intolerance, and party despotism, tho honest 
portion of the Northern Democracy, which has 
been basely deceived and betrayed, will bo com- 
pelled to eoparato. No intelligent citizen, sin- 
cerely opposed to the extension and perpOtuity 
of human slavery in the Republic, can retain his 
manhood and longer sustain the disgtiaceful af- 
filiation. , 

Sir, how is it possible foif an intolligfetit, jhdb- 
pendont citizen, who is in truth d D(!mbcr&t, and 
opposed to all despotiBoa, longer to rethain with 
a party which not only tramples upoQ arid vio- 
lates the Constitution, but vfrhich aids aiid en- 
courages the outrages infl!icted all over the South . 
upon innocent and defenceless persons' for opin- 
ion's sake; outrages that would not be tol^irated 
in any despotism of Europe, even whenl engaged 
in open hostilities ? Witness tbo hangings, the 
tar-and-featherings, the imprisonments, tho in- 
fernal indignities, to which the citizens of this 
country, guilty of no crime and no v/rong, are 
subjected at the hands of this party in almost 
every Southern State. Even women, lon^ s^hd 
defenceless, are not exempt from indignities that 
ought to. and must forever disgrace tlie States 
and people who Would tolerate and sanction 
them. No trial, riot even the poor mockery of a 
trial, but the merest suspicion that the persoii is 
unfriendly to one of the most inferrial deapotisms 
that ever blighted the land or cursed the earth', 
is enough to bring Upon him tortures, outragfes, 
and wrongs, that will scarcely be 6redited by the 
Christian nations of the world. 

Sir, such things could not be doiie" utider the; 
despotistb of' Austria^ the most despicable and 
intolerant Govetnmeint among civilized nations, 
without £fhaking the throne to ita foundation ; 
and yet such outrages a^o committed in orie-bali 
the States of the AWericari Union by a great par- 
ty; whose leaders' v^ere once composed of able 
and eloquent' defenders of the rights' of man. 
iTfaese outrage's tire eridorsfed aud approved by 
the party press cud party leaders of the Souths 



t7MI^no.v?o^(l of condomnatiotn or flcnnnclfttlon 
fftll/ji from iho liiiw of Uieir Northern ftUloa upon 
tlii'i floor, who mmi epeak, if tliyj^ npoalc nt nil, 
■t/illi, pror4 flcfcrcnco In tho prcooncQ of tlicir pb- 
IHicttl rulonf, For all thcflo wronRii ftiul ontrnRon 
tharo in no rcdrcsn, nnd no probability of <iny ro- 
drcoa, until tbo innngnrfttion of n Repnblican 
Prtnldort t. If OHcli outrngcn wore con^iuittccj by 
tho oitiv,ono Oir Government of nny foreign, Power 
upon thd perpona of nny of oilr cilieono who inij{ht 
lio' temporarily rcoiding in or pAoeing throu/(h 
tbolr cbnntry, no matter what niight bo tho o^jin- 
ipno they ontortninod of tho Oovcrnmont or nny 
of itd iaatitution:?, qo that thoy committed no 
ovtrt Act, it wonld bo cftuse, and juntcaufle, for 
vf'dVf if ^romptr fcdroob woro not given, nod a 
gunranty ftgrtinflt tho commiaslon of ouch ont- 
Tfi^Ofl in tho future wore not eocurcd. But hero 
nt lionie, in our own country, with ft people who 
o{[)rang; liroih tho camo nnccstry, with tho litftrno 
languagic,. and equal rights under A common 
ponotitution, thcso ontragco nro committed, not 
only with impunity, bat nro boar>tcd of m fonts 
of ninrrcllouo heroism. 

- Sir, : do gentlemen expect tho country to bo 
bljud and dumb while auch crimes nro being 
committed npon Amoricoa citizens ? If such is 
tho e:(pflct«,tion of Southern gentlemen, let mo 
beg them to undecoivo theBisolvea. Why, what 
wdcid you eay, what would l-ao world eay, of 
our ctaohood, if euch a thing wero pos&iblo as 
£<ll6'nbo and submiseion under the inQiction of 
Bttcb monotrons wronga ? Sir, there will bo no 
such fiiience as is sought, therp can be no euch 
Gubmission a& is desired and demanded ; and 
let me odk how long yod suppose it will be, if 
these oiitrages are to, continue, before there will 
bo a hundred John Browns invadibg your weak 
and defenceless points once ; not John Browns 
with mercy to their captives, and anxiety to save 
htiman life ; not John. Browns controlled by a 
sappbsed religions dgty ; but John Browns bnrn- 
ing for rfiveugo under the smart of outrages un- 
justly inflicted ? Think you that such a system 
of terrorism can continue without retaliation? 
Do you suppose that these men whom you out- 
rage will flee from your States intp tht- free North, 
and quietly sit down and submit to this kind of 
treatment? What would be the first impulse of 
& SoBthern man under euch treatment? Would 
it not be for retaliation ? And if a hundred, or 
five hundred, or a thousand of you were oritraged 
and wronged in the brutal, bai-barous, and cow- 
ardly manner that Northern citissens, guilty of no 
crime, have been, would it not follow, as certainly 
asdeylightfollows the rising of the sun, that a ma- 
jority of those who thus suflered, and as many of 
their friends as they could collect, would get to- 

g ether for the purpose of retaliation and revenge ? 
'we of the North were living in a magaaine, aa 
you of the South are, which could be exploded 
St any moment a match sbonid be applied to it, 
would not the victims of such outrages be in- 
clined to apply the match, and let consequences 
take care of themselves ? I think the history of 
John Brown and his associates in Kansas and in 
Virgiflia ought to be a lesson to you on this 
point. 



(3ir, if there was any such spot in any of tl 
frao Stfvtcn of tho North, not even oxcoptirjiS 
Hfiypt, in Illinois, where, twenty yontn nfjo, tlJ 
ionco reigned oiipremc, and no gallant and bravJ 
and tru<v a man as over lived fell a victim to tfii? 
deppotic pro-olavcry fanaticism ; and whoio,oveH 
now, tho roprooonlntivcfl of the doniii ant partjl 
dcclaro openly and unblnnhingly thcb willing, 
ricoa to do tho "rfjV/y wor/c" of slai e-h intcta it 
demanded by tho party — I say, if thcto wag ftnj 
siich fpot, not ovon excepting Kgypt, that would 
tolcfato such crimes and outrages aa have bocrf 
Inflicted upon free men of tho North, ivud not 
only tolcrftto tbora, but openly boast of and glnrjj 
in thomi I. do not hcsltato to declare that iii 
united voice of tho people of my district wooli 
boj thAt such a spot needed a puriflcntton such ai 
the earth rc6civcd in iho days of Noah ; nnd, If 
thoy had tho power, thoy would submerge it for 
at least ft generation, not oven providing an axi 
to sAvo alive, for future exhibition, tho ropro- 
ecntativcfl of such a totally depraved race. 

Sir, all those crimes to which I have alludca, 
all violations of tho National or State Constltn' 
tlono, pacrcd compacts and covenants, all dierc' 
gard of solemn treaties and jast laws, have been 
tho direct result of tho existence of slavery in 
tho Government. Without slavery, all would 
have been p6aco, union, and concord. With it, 
and while it continues, all will bo discord, di- 
vision, and strife. And, for men claiming to bfl 
not only Democrats, but ChristiOino, with the 
history of six thousand years to guide them, 
and the light of an everlasting Gospel to direct 
them, to stand iip before the world and claim 
that human slavery and the human auction- 
block are good and desirable institutions in any 
country, tropical or temperate, seeOiS like blas- 
phemy. For Southern Re.pt esentatives on this 
floor to boast of the happy and contented con- 
dition of their slaves at home, while declaring 
that they will dissolve the Union and light tp' 
the country with the torch of civil war if were-* 
peal one of the most odious and obnoxious hm 
ever enacted for the express purpose of keeping 
these ^liiippy ard contented slaves at home, or of 
forcing tuem back by all the power of the Gov- 
ernment, Should they escape, seema like self- 
cootradiction. Tho assertion that slaveholders' 
are the only true friends of the slave would ap- 
pear to most men ontside of slaveholding States 
an assumption too transparent even for ridicule, 
especially v>!ben it is remembered that the slave 
system must, of necessity, completely eradicate 
ail manhood from the nature of the slave. Tbe' 
assertion that the Republican party are madmen 
and fanatics, enemies to good government and 
law and order, is tho assumption of Francis 
Joseph of Austria and Napoleon of France, an^ 
the despots of all ages and all countries. 

Mr. Chairman, slavery, like other despotisms, 
cannot live where it permits free speech and a 
free press. Hence its sedition laws and uncon- 
stitutional enactments. It is only because there 
is free speech and a free press, free schools and 
a free church, in eighteen States of tho Ameri- 
can Union, that slavery is dying to-day ; and be- 
cause it is dying, its apostles are mad with tho 
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\i\nm of (loBlrnfitlon. Wlmt tho mont dio- 
Uiiiohod n;icmbcro ol' Ibo RopublicRn party 
ii,ild not do, lUcy nro doinp for un. Tho 
cccliot) mndci d\irinR tho clRht wccko ^ro rc- 
wnod unorffiiaizod in this ijousc havo 6p«ncd 
ficyca of tlioiisfindo v/l\o^ until now, hiid been 
Jndod to tho purpoHCB of thia power. They 
;(i bo blinded no lonRcr; and they will j ,>in Ibp 
jcndo of freedom in tho coming contCBl, and aid 
( taking posocBsion of tho (Jovernment; and 
ilion onco fairly taken pofscDsiou of, tho bu> 
KUiacy of tho olavo power will bo forever dc- 
toycd, Blavcry bo assigned to limits wliich it 
iBll novcc pass, a Republican party bo organ- 
itd in all tho slave States, and tho present 
ijilsy advocates of alavcry hero and elsowbcre 
till bo reduced to inBignificanco and silcnco. 
Mr. Chairman, tho cauBcs that brought the 
Itpublican party into existence, and which give 
I lis life and vitality to-day, are aa eternal aa 
lio principles of God'a govornraont ; and aa cer- 
tinly aa truth and jualico Bhall triumph over 
laor and wrong, bo shall tho triumph of fi;ec- 
lom in this country depend upon tho fidelity of 
mrpftrty to its principles. Let no friend of our 
mo bo discouraged, boro or olsowhoro; for 
ictlon and reaction are reciprocal in the moral 
J3 ia tho natural world. It cannot bo that ouo 
lines of mankind shall forever exerciao the same 
iominion over another class of their fcUow-mcn 
;liat thoy do over tho bruto creation. Tho na- 
lioa or community which is guilty cannot escapo 
dthout encountering the retribution which tho 
roys of aa all-wiso Providence have ordained, 
jnil which will inevitably come upon the wrong- 
ioer. Ood is vol mocked ; and His judgments 
dilnot sleep forever ;" and so sure aa justice is 
Ihe foundation of His government, .;o surely shall 
Ihero come an end to oppression aud to slavery. 
1 will keep this faith or none. For, however 
strong and apparently all-powerful the oppressor 
Bay be to-day, wo should^ remember that there 
is & Power above &\\ human power, which pro- 
[)03e3 and disposes among the inhabitants of the 
earth as Beemeth to Him best; and to Him the 
oppressed may ever look for succor ; for as, in 
HiB greatness and excellence. He overthrow the 
hosts of Pharaoh of old, who rose up against 
the childrea of Israel, and with the blast of his 
aoatrila blew the waters together, so that the 
floods stood upright aa a heap, and the depths 
were congealed in the het-rt of the sea until the 
fogjUvcs passed over on dry land, and then sent 
forth His wrath upon the face of the deep, so 
that the waters returned again unto their places, 
and the sea covered the slaveholders who were 
pursumg them, and horse and chariot and rider 
sank 68 lead in the mighty waters, so will He 
to-day, as in the past, avenge tho wrongs done 
the least and weakest of His children, and bring 
destruction as a whirlwind upon the wrong doer. 

Thus hath it ever been, etd thua shall it ever 
be. Tho nation or people who do not rule in 
righteousness " shall perish from the earth." All 
history proclaims that this is a decree as endu- 
ring as time and as unchangeable as its author. 
When the t;me for tho exodus of thia oppressed 
sad wronged race shall have come, as in tho 



providence of God it onrely will como, then 
neither tho power of your heretofore invincible 
army, your Coiifi;r<>anio!ial nlavo codca and fugi- 
tive nlftvo bilin, your oynlom of torrorlfjm and 
mob laws, or tho pretended ndjudlcaliona of your 
august tribunal," will avail you in that hour; 
but the wcakcBt olavo molhor, v/ilh her oiniplo 
and subl'imo faith uplifted in prayer to the Great 
Supreme, may call down agninat yoc, aa did tho 
bondmen of Kgypt, a Power in whoeo pronouco 
your bquudrona shall bd conaumed aa stubblo, 
and from before whoso face every oppressor of 
tho land shall floo, and tho hearts of tho judges 
of your Supremo Court uhall bo turned to dust 
and asheo. 

Sir, it ia tho purpose and miasion of tho Kc- 
publican party to avert, if possible, tho irapond- 
ing doom which hangs like a black pall over tho 
future of tho Republic. It ia their purpose, if 
possible, to prevent, first, tho politicol slavery 
and then tho final subjugation of tho poor whitefi 
to ft despotism which, in all ages and all coun- 
tries, has been inseparable from oven a milder 
form of servitude than ours. Remembering that 
tbo result of slave systems has ever been tho 
same ; that it has destroyed all tho empires and 
republics which havo perished from tho oarth ; 
and believing that it will destroy this Republic 
of ours iiulcHS we provide and prepare tho way 
for its ultimate extinction, they havo proposed to 
tho people of all sections and all former political 
parties a union — first, to pre vent the further spread 
of this evil, as our fathers did ; and secondly, to 
provide a way for tho final separation of the two 
races, by tho adoption of some such plan as I 
have alluded to. If some just and fair plan is 
not adopted to prevent the further spread of this 
evil, and secure the liberation and separation of 
the two races, then indeed may wo look back in 
vain through the history of all tho republics and 
nations that have flourished and fallen, to find a 
people whose condition was not preferable to the 
slaveholders of the Southern States ; preferable 
ia that security to person and property which is 
indispensable to peace and happiness. Sir, there 
is scarcely a Government, to-day, in civilized 
Europe, whoso citizens do not enjoy greater se- 
curity for their persons and their families than 
do the slaveholders of the South. Overtaxed 
and oppressed though they may be and are, yet 
they enjoy a freedom from apprehension which 
the slaveholder can never know — an apprehen- 
sion fearful and dark as the grave, aud which all 
must dread who sleep beneath the overshadowing 
wing of slavery. Thtre is and there can be no 
security from this terrible apprehension. It is 
inseparable from the slave system. Night never 
closes her mantle around the plantation home, 
that a shudder does not creep through the bean 
of the master, and suspicion, like an ever-watch- 
ful sentinel, ait upon his eye-lids. 

Sir, the policy of the Republican party is, by 
an ultimate scparatiop. of the two races, to secure 
tho liberty and happiness of both, and remove 
forever the cause of this cruel alarm and appre- 
hension, and thus to bring safety and prosperity 
where now sectioual jealousy and alienatiou, 
desolation and fear, ore supreme ; to cauEe the 
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whiio-wingcd onll of commcrco, whooo mJcRion 
ill pcnco, 10 cover every Southern river Jipd fill 
every {^outhcrn hixrbor ; to rcclahti her inipoycr- 
jflhcd v/astca, anul mnko her (IcBoliUojiIfiCCD ngaifi 
tho homo of pcnco nn<i plenty. If thin cannot 
ho (lone, nnd npccdlly done, mid ponccfully done, 
thon indeed 1 fcnr Ibo dny is not far distant 
when tho genius of despuir, lilto ivn atmoophcro, 
will porvado every habilation, and fl ip ito dark 
and ddcolttting wldp;n over your fairest heritage : 
when jpcaco ohall flco from your hordcrp, and 
the terrible cry of " insurrection ! infiurrcction ! " 

to arms I to armo I " ehall bo heard from moun- 
tain to mountain, and by tho oido of every river 
and in every vnlley ; when tho sbrielca of flying 
women i,tnd hclpleea children will bo borno upon 
every galo, and tho avenging hand of Iloavcn 



Qhall bo laid heavily upon you, an it wan of d 
,upo)i tho opprcnnors of tho children of iBrm 
Sir, I know of no way of OBeaping tho like ji 
pendjng doovn, which hao scaled tlio fate of r 
natjono and people who liavo preceded m thi 
were gullly of thia wrong, except by doalit 
justly, loving mercy, and permitting tliio o] 
pressed people to go. When thia io done, pent 
and concord, pro^pcri'y and hippinesB, cha 
again return to hlctB ua aB a free and unite 
people; and it can only return when, throngboi 
tiio nation, on every foot of American soil, nn 
everywhere beneath tho national enaign, il 
rights of h rmanity are fully recopniEcd andri 
apccted, and your law-makerp, and your Gcncn 
«.nd State GovernraeutEi Bhnll again bo dirccU 
by tho gonluO of universal emancipation. 



REPUBLICAN PLATFORM. 

ADOPTltll) BY THE CfUCAGO COHVENTIOIT, MAY 17, 1860. 



Resolved, That we, the delegated representa- 
t'.vcs of the Republicau Electors of the United 
States, in Convention assembled, in tlic dis- 
charge of the duty we owe to our constituents 
and our coun ry, unite in the following declara- 
tions : 

First That the history of the naiion during 
the last four years has fully established the pro- 
priety and necessity of the organization and 
perpetuation of the Republican party, and that 
the causes which called it into existence are 
permanent in their nature, and now, more than 
ever before, demand its peaceful and constitu- 
tional triumph. 

Second, That the maintenance of the princi- 
ples promulgated in the Declaration ot Inde- 
pendence, and embodied in the Federal Consti- 
tution, 13 essential to the preservation of our 
republican institutions ; that the Federal Con- 
stitution, the rights of the States, and the Unio.n 
of the States, must and shall be preserved ; and 
that we reassert "these truths to be Geli-evi- 
dent, that all men are created equal ; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain uu- i 
alienable rights ; that among these are life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powcra from 
the consent of the governed." 

Third. That to the Union of the States this 
nation owes its unprecedented increase in popu- 
lation ; its surprising development of material 
resources j its rapid augmentation of wealth ; 
its happiness at home and its hone, ibroad ; 
and we hold in abhorrenc all schemes for dis- 
union, come from whatever source they may ; 
and we congratulate the country that no Re- 
publican member of Congress has uttered or 
countenanced a threat of disunion, so often 
made by Democratic members of Congress 
without rebuke and with applause from their 



political associates; and wo denounce thoso 
threats of disunion, in case of a popular over- 
throw of iheir ascendency, as denying the vital 
principles of a free Government, and as an 
avowal of contemplated treason, which it is the 
imperative duty of an indignant people strongly 
to rebuke and forever silence. 

Fourth. That the maintenance inviolate of 
the rights of the States, and especially the right 
of each State to order and control its owii do- 
mestic institutions, according to its own judg- 
ment exclusively, is essential to that balance 
of power on which the perfection and endu- 
rance of our political faith depends ; and sjq 
denounce the lawless invasion by armed force 
of any State or Territory, no matter under what 
pretext, as among the gravest of crimes. 

Fifth. That the present Democratic Ad- 
ministration has far exceeded our worst appre- 
hensions in its measureless subserviency to the 
exactions of a sectional interest, as is especially 
evident in its desperate oxertioue to force the 
infamous Lecompton Coiistitution upon the 
I protesting people of Kansas — in construing the 
personal relation between master and servant 
to involve an unqualified property in persons — 
in its attempt^^d enforcement everywhere, on 
land and sea, through I he intervention of Con- 
gress and the F<^deral courts, of the extreme 
pretensions of a purely local interest, and in its 
general and unvarying abuse of the power in- 
trusted to it by a confiding people. 

Sixth. That the people justly view with alarm 
the reckless extravagance which pervades every 
department of the Federal Government ; that 
a return to rigid economy and accountability is 
indispensable to arrest the system of plunder 
of the public Treasury by iavored partisans ; 
while the recent startling developments of fraud 
and corruption at the Federal metronolis show 
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that tin cnf iro chrvngo of Adtniniatrfttion io im- 
pcmtivfily domniulod. 

Smcnth. Thftt tho now dogma tbnt tho Con- 
»titntion of its own forco cnrricB niavcry into 
any or all of tho Tcrritorico of tho llnilod 
Statc3, in a dnngcrous political heresy, ftt vari- 
anco with tho explicit proviaiona of thftt inotrii- 
mcnt itaclf, with cotemporaiicou^ exposition, 
and with Icgislntivo and judiciiil precedent; in 
rovolutionnry in its tendency, and nubvoraive 
of the pcftco and harmony of tho country. 

Eighth. That tho normal condition oi all the 
territory of tho United Stalea I'a that of b'rcc- 
dom ; that as our republican fathers, when thay 
had abolished alavery in all cur national terri- 
tory, ordained that no person ohould bo deprived 
of Hfo, liberty, or property, without duo process 
of law, it becomes our duty, by legislation, when- 
ever such legislation is necessary, to maintain 
this provision of the Constitution against all nt- 
t/ompts to violate it; and wo deny the authority 
of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of 
any individuals, to give legal exiatnrico to sla- 
very iu any Territory of tho United States. 

Ninth. That we brand tho recent reopening 
' of the African slave trade, under tho cover of 
our national flag, aided by perversions of judi- 
cial power, as a crirau against humanity, a 
burning shame to our rjountfy and age ; and we 
call upon Congress to take promptand efficient 
measures for thtj total and tinal Buppression of 
that execrable traffic. 

Tentli. That in the receat vetoes by their 
Federal Governors of tho acts of tho Legiala- 
tures of Kansas and Nebraska, prohibiting sla- 
very ia those Territories- we find a practical 
illustration of the boaster democratic principles 
of non-intervention and popular sovereignty, 
embodied in the Kansas and Nebraska bill, and 
a denanctation of the deception and fraud in- 
volved therein. 

JSlemiik. That Kansas should of right be 
immediately admitted a3 a State under the Con- 
stitution recently formed and adopted by her 
people, and accepted by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Tweljih. That while providing revenue for 



tho nupport of tho General Government by du- 
ties upon imports, sound policy requires such 
an jidjuntmont of these duties as to oncourap;o 
tho development of tho industrial interest of the 
whole country ; and we oommond that policy of 
national oxchangos which securen to tho work- 
imr men liberal wages, to agriculturo remuner- 
ating prices, to mechanics and manufacturers 
an adequate reward for their skill, labor, and 
enterprise, and to the nation commercial pros- 
perivv and independence. 

Tidrkcntk. That wo protest against any salo 
or alieiiation to others of tho public lauds held 
by actual settlers, and against any view of the 
free homestead policy which regards the settlers 
as pnupcrfl or supplicants for public bounty ; and 
wo demand the passage by Congress of tho com' 
pleto and satisfactory homestead measure which 
has already passed tho House. 

Fourteenth, That tho Republican party is op- 
posed to any change in our naturalization laws, 
or any State legislation by which tho rights of 
citizenship hitherto accorded to immigrants 
from foreign lands shall be abridged or im- 
paired ; and in favor of giving a full and eili- 
cient protection to the righta of all classes of 
citizens, whether native or naturalized, both at 
homo and abroad. 

Fifteenth. That tho appropriations by Con- 
gress for river and harbor improvements of a 
national character, required for tho accorarao- 
datioD and security of an existing commerce, 
are authorized by tho Constitution ind justified 
by an obligation of the Governnffont to protect 
the lives and property of its citiziens. 

Sixteenth. That a railroad to the Pacific 
Ocean 5s imperatively demanded by tho in- 
terests of the whole country ; that the Federal 
Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction; and that, as pre- 
liminary thereto, a daily overland mail should 
be promptly established. 

Seventeenth. Finally, having thus set forth 
our distinctive principlea and views, we invite 
the co-operation of all citizens, however differ- 
ing on other (questions, who substantially agree 
vdth U3 in their alEri;^nc6 and support. 



